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Chairman:     Dr.  Arthur  J.  Newman 

Major  Department:     Foundations  of  Education 

This  study  was  conducted  to  ascertain  the  attitude  of 
University  of  Florida  foreign  students  toward  the  United 
States  along  the  following  dimensions:     the  foreign  students' 
(association  with  Americans,  the  foreign  students'  favorabil- 
ity  to  America,  and  the  perception  of  Americans'  favorability 
to  the  foreign  country. 

Three  major  hypotheses  and  eight  sub-hypotheses  were 
set  up  for  this  study. 

For  the  three  major  hypotheses,  it  appeared  from  the 
findings  that  the  attitudes  of  foreign  students  toward  the 
United  States,  the  students'  perception  of  Americans'  atti- 
tude toward  foreign  countries,  and  association  with  Americans 
interacted  with  one  another.     Foreign  students'  attitudes  to- 
ward the  United  States  were  found  to  be  positively  associated 
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with  the  degree  of  their  contact  with  Americans  and  the 
students'  perceptions  of  Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign 
countries.     It  was  concluded  from  the  findings  that  there 
was  a  "triangular  pattern"  in  forming  the  attitudes  of  for- 
eign students  toward  their  host  countries. 

For  the  eight  sub-hypotheses,  the  data  indicated  that 
the  association  with  Americans  is  a  function  of  age,  marital 

status,  academic  status,  and  the  length  of  stay  in  the  United 

I 

States.     Favorability  to  America  was  also  significantly  asso- 
ciated with  age,  marital  status  and  academic  status.     And  fa- 
vorable perception  of  Americans'  attitudes  toward  a  foreign 
country  seems  to  be  associated  with  age,  marital  status,  and 
academic  status  without  regard  to  the  length  of  stay  in  the 
United  States.  j 

The  foreign  students  who  had  traveled  in  other  coun- 
tries before  coming  to  the  United  States  are  more  likely  to 
interact  with  Americans  and  have  a  favorable  perception  of 
Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign  countries.     But  the  fa- 
vorability to  America  is  not  associated  significantly  with 
the  previous  foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  the  data. 

While  European  students  tend  to  hold  more  favorable  per- 
ceptions of  American  favorability  to  their  countries  than  do 
non-European  students,  there  is  no  difference  between  non- 
European  students  and  European  students  in  association  with 
Americans  and  favorable  attitudes  toward  the  United  States. 
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CHAPTER  I 
INTRODUCTION 


For  the  past  several  hundred  years,  cross-cultural  edu- 
cation has  been  accomplished  by  student  exchange  among  na- 
tions.    The  major  growth  of  educational  sojourning  across  na- 
tional and  cultural  lines  seems  to  have  begun  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century.     From  the  time  when  the  Industrial  Revolu- 
tion, which  began  in  England  in  the  late  eighteenth  century, 
spread  throughout  Europe  and  America  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, it  has  been  apparent  that  industrialization  and  eco- 
nomic development  are  in  the  national  interest  and  should  be 
supported.     A  number  of  significant  developments  occurred  in- 
ternationally which  supported  educational  exchange  and  inter- 
national programs   (Eraser  &  Brickman,  1968).  Developments 
in  the  United  States  in  the  field  of  international  education 
were  modest  until  government  interest  accelerated  immediately 
prior  to  World  War  II   (Brickman,  1965) . 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  been  active  in 
educational  and  cultural  exchange  in  many  ways.     One  example 
is  the  Department  of  State  Program  (Report  to  Congress,  1963), 
which  consists  of  an  exchange  of  scholars  between  the  United 
States  and  other  countries  of  the  world.     Due  to  this  ex- 
change program  and  the  impetus  of  the  Fulbright  Exchange  pro- 
gram that  started  in  1946,  an  increasing  niomber  of  foreign 
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students  and  scholars  have  attended  the  universities  and 
colleges  of  the  United  States  from  all  over  the  world  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II   (Wilson  &  Wilson,  1963).     In  1930, 
there  were  9,643  foreign  students  in  the  United  States.  The 
figure  had  grown  to  34,000  by  1955  and  to  82,000  by  1965. 
An  estimated  265,000  foreign  students  were  enrolled  in  Amer- 
ican colleges  and  universities  in  1979-80   (Lambert  &  Heston, 
1980).     This  indicates  the  substantial  increase  in  numbers 
of  foreign  students  in  American  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ing and  suggests  a  continuing  upward  trend.     The  role  of  the 
foreign  student  in  American  higher  education  became  of 
gerater  significance  in  quantitative  as  well  as  in  qualita- 
tive terms.) 


I^On  the  societal  level,  contact  between  cultures  leads 
to  cultural  diffusion  and  change;  on  the  individual  level, 
to  a  process  of  learning  and  adjustment.     The  social  scien- 
tist, seeking  to  arrive  at  generalizations  about  the  nature 
of  what  is  diffused  and  changed,  and  by  what  process  this 
takes  place,  is  constrained  to  analyze  the  events  in  each 
situation  of  culture  contact  in  terms  of  trans-cultural 
variables   (Sears,  1955).     Pool   (1965,  p.  117)  points  to  in- 
tellectual growth  and  deepened  understanding  of  American  so- 
ciety when  he  affirms  that  cross-cultural  contact  results^ in 
"redu^ion  of  stereotyping — the  shifting  of  the  traveler's 
images  from  simple  black  and  white  perceptions  to  more  qual- 
ified perceptions  of  the  foreign  reality."     This  statement 
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means  that  the  foreigner  develops  a  more  complex  perception 
and  more  differentiated  attitude  toward  the  United  States 
with  time. 

When  members  of  different  ethnic  groups  within  the  same 
society  facilitate  interaction  with  one  another,  their  con- 
tact usually  results  in  a  revision  of  attitudes  which  are 
mutually  more  favorable   (Ibrahim,  1970)  . 

All  foreign  students  necessarily  have  some  contact  with 
citizens  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  studying;  thus, 
any  research  which  ascertains  the  attitudes  of  foreign  stu- 
dents toward  the  host  country  at  various  times  before,  dur- 
ing or  after  their  stay,  is  in  a  sense  an  investigation  of 
the  effects  of  personal  contact  on  attitudes. 

Statement  of  the  Study 

1 

The  attitudes  of  foreign  students  toward  the  United 
States  and  their  social  adjustment  are  two  of  the  most  im- 
portant dimensions  of  student  life  in  the  United  States. 
It  has  been  found  that  contact  and  communication  are  neces- 
sary preconditions  to  successful  academic  and  personal  ad- 
justment, and  finally,  to  favorable  general  attitudes  toward 
the  host  society  and  culture   (Sewell  &  Davidsen,  1956). 

This  study  is  to  analyze  the  attitudes  and  opinions  of 
foreign  students  toward  the  United  States  and  provide  fur- 
ther validation  for  relations  between  cross-cultrual 


variables  and  attitude  formations  which  have  been  identified 
previously  in  the  literature. 

Coming  from  a  different  culture,  the  international  stu- 
dent has  distinctive  opinions  and  attitudes  toward  the  host 
country.     Those  who  have  different  customs,  traditions,  re- 
ligions, foods  and  languages  have  to  adapt  themselves  to  new 
circumstances.     The  success  of  these  adjustments  may  affect 
the  student's  educational  progress  and  attitudes  toward  the 
host  country,  so  the  social  adjustment  of  the  foreign  stu- 
dents as  revealed  by  their  opinions  and  attitudes  toward 
America  may  be  as  important  as  their  academic  achievement 
while  staying  in  the  United  States. 

The  Purpose  of  the  Study 

The  main  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  determine  the  at- 
titudes and  opinions  of  international  students  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Florida.    More  specific  objectives  of  this  study 
are 

(1)  to  examine  the  foreign  student's  perception  of 
American  attitudes  toward  foreign  countries; 

(2)  to  examine  the  change  of  foreign  students'  atti- 
tudes according  to  the  length  of  sojourn  in  the 
United  States;  , 

(3)  to  examine  the  foreign  student's  favorability  to- 
ward the  United  States; 


(4)  to  determine  what  factors  are  predictive  in  the 
formation  of  foreign  students'  attitudes; 

(5)  to  determine  the  relationship  between  each  factor 
and  the  attitude  formation  of  the  international 
student; 

(6)  to  make  recommendations  based  on  the  findings  of 
this  study  for  international  education  programs; 

(7)  to  formulate  recommendations  which  might  be  use- 

I 

ful  in  future  research  as  well  as  in  administra- 
tive decisions.  i 

Limitations  of  the  Study 

i 

This  study  utilizes  a  survey  research  technique  aimed 
at  collecting  questionnaire  data  from  a  random  sample  of  500 
foreign  students  among  1,600  foreign  students  enrolled  in 

V  the  period  of  1980-81  at  the  University  of  Florida.  The  gen- 
'.eralization  of  findings  to  other  campuses  should  be  made 

with  caution .  I 

V  The  analysis  of  the  data  is  based  upon  the  returned 
copies  of  the  mailed  questionnaire  and  also  inferential  sta- 
tistics. I 

This  study  analyzes  a  case  of  cross-cultural  interac- 
•^tion  and  seeks  to  test  three  basic  hypotheses  and  eight  siab- 
hypotheses  on  the  relationship  between  association,,  percep- 
tion and  attitude  formation.     It  does  not  seek  to  test  the 
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relationship  between  academic  achievement  and  social  adjust- 
ment, j 

This  study  is  concerned  with  foreign  students  in  res- 
idence at  the  University  of  Florida;  it  is  not  concerned 
with  students  who  have  returned  to  their  own  countries. 

Definition  of  Terms 

I 

The  following  terms  will  be  used  throughout  this  study: 

(1)  Attitude  is  a  mental  or  neural  state  of  readiness, 
organized  through  experience  which  exerts  a  directive  or  dy- 
namic influence  upon  the  individual's  response  to  all  ob- 
jects and  situations  with  which  it  is  related  (Allport,  1935) . 

(2)  An  opinion  is  a  judgment,  conviction,  view  or  be- 
lief held  by  a  person  on  some  issue  (Gould  &  Kolb,  1964, 

p.  40). 

(3)  Respondents  are  those  foreign  students  who  filled 
out  and  returned  the  questionnaire. 

(4)  Questionnaire  is  an  instrvunent  used  to  gather  data 
from  a  subject  who  is  not  contacted  on  a  face  to  face  basis 
(Galfo  &  Miller,  1965,  p.  360). 

(5)  Foreign  students  are  those  students  enrolled  at 
the  University  of  Florida  during  the  academic  year  of  1980- 
81  but  who  were  citizens  of  a  country  other  than  the  United 
States.  j 

(6)  Cross-cultural  education  is  the  reciprocal  pro- 
cess of  learning  and  adjustment  that  occurs  when  individuals 
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sojourn  for  educational  purposes  in  a  society  that  is  cul- 
turally foreign  to  them,  normally  returning  to  their  own  so- 
ciety after  a  limited  period.     At  the  societal  level,  it  is 
a  process  of  cultural  diffusion  and  change,  involving  tempo- 
rary "exchange  of  persons"  for  training  and  experience 
(Smith,  1956).  i 

Significance  of  the  Study 

! 

International  student  exchange  has  to  be  seen  as  a 
means  not  only  for  the  exchange  of  the  academic  and  scien- 
tific knowledge,  but  also  for  the  promotion  of  understand- 
ing, good  will  and  mutual  assistance  among  nations. 

This  study  seeks  to  obtain  information  about  the  con- 

I 

tent  and  feelings  of  the  foreign  students '  perceptions  of 
the  United  States  as  well  as  the  changes  in  those  impres- 
sions during  the  sojourn,  and  success  of  the  foreign  stu- 
dents .  I 

This  study  may  have  significance  for  cross-cultural 
education  and  international  student  programs  by  examining 
the  actual  situation  of  the  international  students  at  the 
University  of  Florida. 

This  study  seems  to  have  a  special  significance  for 
foreign  countries  since  many  of  the  international  students 
enrolled  today  in  American  universities  and  colleges  will 
be  the  social  leaders  of  their  less  developed  countries  to- 
morrow . 
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The  Institute  of  International  Education  (Committee  on 
Educational  Interchange  Policy,  1955)  found  that  goals  or 
objectives  for  foreign  students  coming  to  the  United  States 
are   (1)   to  advance  the  candidate's  personal  and  professional 
development;    (2)  to  prepare  the  candidate  for  service  to  his 

home  country  through  the  acquisition  of  additional  knowledge 

I 

and  skills;    (3)  to  promote  international  understanding;  and 
(4)  to  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge  through 
cooperative  study  and  research  with  professional  colleagues 
in  the  United  States.  j 

Useem  and  Useem  (1955)  suggest  three  forms  that  inter- 
national understanding  may  take  in  the  context  of  educational 
exchange:     factual  knowledge,  comprehension  and  endorsement. 
According  to  Coelho  (1962) ,  cross-cultural  education  should 
be  of  a  kind  that  would  increase  the  probability  of  broaden- 
ing the  basis  of  an  individual's  self-esteem,  reality-test- 
ing, self-knowledge  and  range  of  compassionate  concern  for 
others.     Kelman   (1962)   suggests  that  the  exchange  experience 

is  most  likely  to  produce  favorable  attitudes  if  it  provides 

i 

new  information  about  the  host  country  in  the  context  of  a 
positive  interaction  with  some  of  its  people.     He  also  said 
that  changing  attitudes  is  one  potentially  important  step 
,  in  the  complex  and  multi-faceted  process  of  establishing  a 
peaceful  world  order.  I 

In  addition,  international  students  might  have  cultural 
diffusion  of  what  they  have  learned  in  the  United  States 
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when  they  return  to  their  respective  cultures.  Likewise, 
educational  exchange  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  by 
which  cultural  understanding  can  be  facilitated. 

The  Committee  on  Educational  Interchange  Policy  of  the 
Institute  of  International  Education  (1955)  made  the  five 
objectives  of  exchange  programs  for  foreign  students  that 
were   (1)  to  promote  international  understanding  and  good 
will  among  the  peoples  of  the  world  as  a  contribution  to 
peace;    (2)  to  develop  friends  and  supporters  for  the  United 
States  by  giving  persons  from  other  countries  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  life  and  culture  of  the  United  States;  (3) 
to  contribute  to  the  economic,  social  or  political  develop- 
ment of  other  countries;    (4)  to  aid  in  the  educational  or 
professional  developments  of  outstanding  individuals;  and 
(5)  to  advance  knowledge  throughout  the  world  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  mankind.     These  goals  emphasize  two  dimen- 
sions of  socio-political  aims  and  individual  development. 

Understanding  the  American  customs  and  ideals  by  way  of 

1 

the  international  student  program  might  increase  friendly 
relations  between  America  and  other  countries  and  bring 
about  mutual  benefits  for  each. 


CHAPTER  2 
REVIEW  OF  RELATED  LITERATURE 

I 

Many  foreign  student  studies  have  been  conducted  in  the 
United  States.     Generally,  the  studies  may  be  divided  into 
three  main  areas  as  follows:     (1)   studies  focusing  on  factors 
which  influence  foreign  student  attitudes  toward  the  United 
States;    (2)  studies  pertaining  to  the  problems  and  difficul- 
ties of  foreign  students;  and  (3)  studies  concerning  the  pro- 
grams of  educational  exchange   (Liu,  1977) .     Even  if  these 
categories  may  serve  as  a  convenient  means  of  interpreting 
data,  it  should  be  understood  that  their  division  is  arbi- 
trary and  much  overlapping  occurs  because  of  the  scope  and 
design  of  certain  studies.     The  present  study  may  belong  to 
category  (1) . 

The  reasons  for  engaging  in  the  study  on  attitude  for- 
mation and  change  among  foreign  students  are  three  facets: 

(1)  the  results  will  facilitate  a  better  understanding  of 
the  factors  which  underlie  foreign  student  attitude  change; 

(2)  it  may  be  possible  to  contribute  to  further  illumination 
of  attitude  formation  and  change  as  a  broader  social  process; 
and  (3)  attitudes  which  foreign  students  hold  toward  the 
United  States  have  potentially  important  educational  policy 
implications  for  both  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries 
(Phillips,  1978) . 

IQ 
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The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  describe  and  explain 
the  process  of  attitude  formation,  maintenance  and  change 
among  foreign  students.     So  the  writer  intends  to  discuss 
those  studies  which  concern  foreign  students '  attitudes  to- 
ward the  United  States  as  reflected  by  (1)  national-status 
hypothesis;    (2)  the  U-curve  hypothesis;  and  (3)  the  associ- 
ation hypothesis. 

The  National-Status  Hypothesis 

This  hypothesis  states  that  the  foreign  student's  at- 
titudes toward  the  host  country  reflect  the  attitudes  of  its 
people  toward  his  home  country. 

National  status  does  not  play  a  major  part  in  the  self- 
esteem  of  the  foreign  student  while  he  is  at  home.  But 
once  he  goes  to  another  country,  this  particular  facet  of 
his  self-esteem  becomes  much  more  important. 

It  can  be  hypothesized  that  foreign  students  who  come 
to  America  will  suffer  severe  status  changes  which  will  af- 
fect their  self-images.  These  changes  will  be  important  in 
determining  the  way  and  the  degree  to  which  the  student  ad- 
justs to  his  American  experience.  National  status,  among 
the  various  kinds  of  status  elements  making  up  the  self-es- 
teem picture,  will  be  particularly  important  in  determining 
the  foreign  student's  adjustment  (Morris,  1960). 
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Morris   (1960)  described  three  kinds  of  status  according 
to  stratification  theory  as  follows: 

(1)  Subject  status  is  the  status  that  a  person  thinks 
he  has,  and  in  the  case  of  national  status,  it  is  the  status 
that  the  foreign  student  thinks  his  own  country  has  as  com- 
pared with  others. 

(2)  Accorded  status  is  the  status  actually  given  to 

I 

the  individual  by  socially  relevant  other  persons — socially 
relevant  in  the  sense  that  the  person  is  aware  that  this 
placement  is  being  made  and  sensitive  to  it.     He  may  not  be 
accurate  in  his  perception  of  his  placement.     In  the  case  of 
national  status,  there  are  really  two  measures  of  accorded 
status:    where  the  foreign  student  thinks  most  J^ericans 
place  his  country  as  compared  with  other  countries  (perceived 
accorded  status) ,  and  where  Americans — in  this  case  other 
students  at  the  same  university — actually  place  his  country 
(actual  accorded  status) .  ' 

(3)  Objective  status  is  the  status  given  a  person  by 
an  objective,  detached  observer  who  selects  his  criteria  and 

status  hierarchy  on  the  basis  of  a  particular  theory  or  their 

I 

own  predictive  power;  this  status  is  given  regardless  of 
whether  a  person  is  aware  of  his  placement  or  agrees  with  it, 
and  regardless  of  how  socially  relevant  other  persons  place 
him.     In  the  case  of  national  status,  objective  status  means 
the  actual  rating  of  the  various  countries  on  the  basis  of 
a  criterion  selected  as  a  good  measure  of  the  level  of  the 
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countries'  cultural  and  economic  development,  regardless  of 
whether  or  not  the  foreign  students  use  the  criterion  in 
their  placements  of  their  own  countries,  and  regardless  of 
whether  or  not  relevant  Americans  would  use  the  criterion 
in  placing  the  countries.  ' 

Despite  the  existence  of  different  kinds  of  status,  in 
the  case  of  foreign  students,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
there  will  be  some  relationship  between  the  various  kinds  of 
national  status  and  attitudes  toward  the  host  country. 

It  seems  that  the  concept  of  nationality  and  national 
status  are  essential  to  the  understanding  of  attitudes  and 
adjustment  of  foreign  students.     The  attribute  of  national- 
ity generally  occupies  a  peripheral  position  in  one's  self- 
concept  within  the  boundary  of  one ' s  country  but  becomes 
important  immediately  when  one  enters  a  foreign  country.  A 
foreign  student  assumes  the  role  of  "unofficial  ambassador" 
of  his  country  and  beings  to  evaluate  himself  and  others  in 
such  terms   (McClintock  &  Davis,  1958). 

Morris   (1956)  indicated  that  the  students  who  believed 
their  country  is  perceived  negatively  in  the  United  States 
do  not  themselves  develop  unfavorable  attitudes  toward  the 
United  States,  and  these  students  are  more  favorable  than 
from  countries  accorded  higher  American  esteem.     Lambert  and 
Bressler  (1956)  found  that  the  Indian  students  of  their  study 
were  negative  toward  the  United  States  because  of  Americans 
looking  down  on  their  country. 
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Morris   (1960)  said  that  a  foreign  student's  perception 
of  the  status  accorded  his  home  country  by  Americans  is  the 
most  significant  determinant  of  his  attitudes  toward  the 
United  States.     He  found  the  relationship  between  national 
status  and  f avorableness  as  follows:     (1)  the  relationship 
between  subjective  national  status  and  f avorableness  is  such 
that  students  who  believe  their  own  countries  bear  high 

status  are  less  favorable  toward  America  and  those  who  as- 

I 

sign  their  own  countries  low  status  are  more  favorable;  and 
(2)  the  relationship  between  objective  national  status  and 
f avorableness  is  such  that  students  from  low-status  or  un- 
derdeveloped countries,  as  measured  by  level  of  education, 
are  likely  to  be  more  favorable  toward  the  United  States  than 
students  from  developed  countries. 

In  the  case  of  Ibrahim's  study  (1970),  among  those  Arab 
students  who  perceived  American  attitudes  toward  Arabs  as 
negative,  42  percent  held  unfavorable  attitudes  toward  Amer- 
ica and  only  12  percent  of  them  held  favorable  attitudes  to- 
ward America.     Among  those  students  who  perceived  American 
attitudes  toward  Arabs  as  positive,  66  percent  of  them  re- 
ciprocated this  perception  by  holding  favorable  attitudes  to- 
ward America,  while  only  7  percent  did  not.     Concluding  his 
research,  Ibrahim  (1970,  p.  41)  states  that  "the  more  Amer- 
ican attitudes  toward  Arabs  are  perceived  by  the  students  as 
positive,  the  more  likely  those  students  hold  positive  atti- 
tudes toward  Americans .  "> 
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Davis   (1961)  noted  in  his  review  that  non-European  stu- 
dents were  more  supportive  of  American  society  than  were 
European  students,  while  Becker's   (1971)  research  appears  to 
seriously  challenge  the  contention  by  Davis.     Becker  found 
that  the  Indian  and  Israeli  students  held  more  critical 
views  of  the  United  States  than  did  the  European  students. 
The  findings  of  Chang  (1973)   showed  that  the  relationship 
between  the  national  status  perceived  by  Americans  and  atti- 
tudes toward  the  United  States  is  not  significant  in  the  sam- 
ple consisting  of  250  Chinese  students  living  in  Texas,  Cal- 
ifornia, New  York  City,  Seattle,  Washington,  D.C.  and  Urbana, 

I 

Illinois. 

The  U-Curve  Hypothesis 

I 

This  hypothesis  suggests  that  the  favorability  of  for- 
eign students'  attitudes  toward  the  host  country  declines 
over  time  and  rises  later  during  sojourn. 

There  is  a  lot  of  evidence  that  foreign  students  typ- 
ically go  through  a  cycle  in  their  attitudes  toward  the  host 
country,  especially  in  the  United  States.     Starting  out  with 
highly  positive  reactions,  foreign  students  are  likely  to  be 
more  critical  after  a  few  months;  finally  the  critical  atti- 
tudes are  likely  to  be  changed  into  more  favorable  evalua- 
tions toward  the  host  country.     Sewell  and  Davidsen  (1956) 
and  Scott  (1956)  reported  such  a  pattern  among  Scandinavian 
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students  in  the  United  States,  Coelho  (1958)  among  Indian 
students,  and  Morris   (1960)  among  students  from  many  differ- 
ent countries.     Gullahorn  and  Gullahorn  (1956)  noted  that 
American  students  in  France  also  seem  to  go  through  such  a 
cycle. 

DuBois   (1956)  reported  that  the  longer  the  residence  in 
the  United  States,  the  more  balanced  were  the  attitudes  to- 
ward this  country;  the  shorter  the  stay,  the  more  serious 
were  adjustment  difficulties  here. 

Coelho  (1958)  reported  that  there  is  a  strong  tendency 
for  the  visitor's  attitudes  to  be  most  favorable  immediately 
after  arrival  in  the  new  country  and  to  become  less  favorable 
during  the  first  nine  months;  there  is  a  considerable  mea- 
sure of  recovery  of  sympathy  for  the  host  culture  beyond 
that  time. 

Sewell  and  Davidsen  (1961)  argued  that  Scandinavian  stu- 
dents had  initially  relatively  favorable  impressions  of  the 
United  States,  followed  by  a  period  of  less  positive  feel- 
ings which,  in  time,  again  grew  more  favorable. 

Davis   (1963)   found  that  Turkish  students  in  their  first 
year  in  America  were  most  favorable,  those  in  the  second 
year  least  approving,  and  those  in  the  fifth  year  more  fa- 
vorable again.  ! 

Becker  (1966)  found  in  his  doctoral  dissertation  that 
the  attitudinal  change  of  European  students  represents  a  U- 
curve,  while  the  attitudinal  change  of  non-European  students 


17, 


has  a  bell  curve;  that  is,  initially  the  attitudes  of  non- 
European  students  toward  the  United  States  were  more  crit- 
ical than  European  students.     After  a  period  of  time,  the 
attitudes  of  non-European  students  toward  the  United  States 
were  more  favorable  than  those  of  European  students.  He 
argued  that  attitude  was  a  function  of  social  and  cultural 
distance  between  the  home  country  and  the  host  country  in 
the  first  stage.     This  distance  brought  about  the  difficul- 
ties of  adjustment  to  the  new  environment.     So  the  students 
who  came  from  the  under -developed  countries  tended  to  have 
more  problems  in  the  new  environment  and  were,  therefore, 
more  critical  of  the  United  States,  while  the  students  com- 
ing from  developed  countries  had  the  reverse  situation. 

Lew  (1975)  rejected  a  U-curve  of  the  attitudinal  change 
of  390  Asian  students  from  17  countries  on  the  campuses  of 
ten  American  universities. 

In  Chang's   (1973)  study  on  Chinese  students,  he  divided 
the  period  of  Chinese  students'   sojourn  in  the  United  States 
into  three  stages  and  reported  as  follows.     In  the  first 
stage,  Chinese  students  have  a  favorable  attitude  toward  the 
United  States,  being  excited  observers  in  the  host  country 
satisfied  with  quite  superficial  relationships  as  spectators. 
In  the  second  stage,  the  attitudes  toward  the  host  country 
are  quite  critical,  as  students  seek  to  fulfill  the  need  to 
find  places  for  themselves  in  the  host  country  and  to  estab- 
lish more  meaningful  personal  relationships  as  the  stage  of 
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personal  adjustment  in  all  spheres  of  life  which  is  personal, 
financial  and  academic.     In  the  final  stage,  the  students' 
attitudes  are  again  positive  toward  the  host  country,  re-es- 
tablishing a  personal  equilibriiam  to  the  environment. 

The  Association  Hypothesis 

i 

This  hypothesis  states  that  the  favorability  of  foreign 
students'  attitudes  toward  the  host  country  is  directly  re- 
lated to  the  amount  of  social  contact  or  interaction  with 
its  people. 

It  can  be  assumed  that  getting  to  know  the  people  of 
another  country  will  lead  to  liking  them  and  expect  that,  on 
the  whole,  visitors  to  a  country  will  leave  with  more  favor- 
able views  than  they  held  before  their  arrival,  but  this  as- 
sumption is  oversimplified  and  overly  optimistic   (Selltiz  & 
Cook,  1962).  1 

1 

I 

Riegel   (1953)  argued  that  Belgians  who  had  been  in  the 
United  States  on  grants  were  more  favorable  toward  the  Amer- 
ican people  than  those  who  had  never  been  to  the  United 
States,  but  they  did  not  differ  in  their  opinions  about  other 
aspects  of  American  life.     Selltiz  et  al.    (1956)  reported 
that  the  impressions  of  a  group  of  Frenchmen  who  had  been  in 
the  United  States  on  a  training  mission  were  quite  similar 
to  the  attitudes  held  by  a  comparable  group  who  had  never 
been  to  the  United  States.     Lysgaard  (1955) ,  interviewing 
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Norwegians  who  had  been  in  the  United  States  on  grants,  dis- 
tinguished between  "Americans"  and  "American  democracy." 
The  respondents  of  Norwegians  to  these  questions  were  favor- 
able to  the  American  people  but  were  unfavorable  to  American 
democracy . 

Sewell  and  Davidsen   (1956)  argued  that  contact  and  com- 
munication are  necessary  preconditions  to  successful  aca- 
demic and  personal  adjustment,  and,  finally,  to  favorable 
general  attitudes  toward  the  host  society  and  culture. 

The  study  of  Selltiz  and  Cook  (1962)  showed  that  asso- 
ciation with  the  host  country  produces  decreased  favorable- 
ness.  I 

Bailyn  and  Kelman  (1962)  found  that  the  process  of  ad- 
justment between  a  person's  self-image  and  his  new  experience 
results  in  a  change  in  his  self-image  or  in  its  maintenance. 
The  former  occurs  when  an  individual ' s  reaction  to  challeng- 
ing and  new  experiences  leads  to  the  emergence  of  some  new 
aspect  of  the  self-image.     Maintenance  of  the  self-image, 
on  the  other  hand,  indicates  that  the  individual  has  reacted 
to  the  challenge  of  new  experiences  by  finding  new  supports 
for  his  original  self-image. 

The  data  of  Ibrahim's  study  (1970)   about  Arab  students 
indicated  that  a  student's  nationality  made  a  difference  in 
the  relative  degrees  of  interaction  with  Americans;  that  is, 
students  from  Egypt  and  North  Africa  interacted  less  with 
Americans  than  did  students  from  Syria,  Iraq,  Jordan,  and 


20 


Kuwait.     These  data  suggested  that  the  degree  of  interac- 
tion with  Americans  appears  to  be  a  function  of  age,  marital 
status  and  academic  success  and  that  the  high  interacting 
students  held  more  favorable  attitudes  toward  the  United 
States  than  did  the  low  interacting  students. 

Chang  (1973)  argued  that  a  Chinese  student's  attitudes 
toward  the  United  States  were  found  to  be  positively  asso- 
ciated with  the  degree  of  his  contact  with  Americans;  that 
is,  the  high  contact  group  of  Chinese  students  had  a  more 
favorable  attitude  toward  the  United  States  than  the  low  con- 
tact group.  I 

! 

Lew  (1975)  found  that  those  who  thought  the  attitude 

of  most  Americans  toward  their  own  country  was  favorable  also 

I 

displayed  a  higher  total  mean  score  of  favorability  than 
those  who  had  most  of  their  social  contacts  with  people  from 
other  countries.  ! 

! 

Summary 

Contradictory  findings  appeared  in  the  several  studies 
of  foreign  students'  attitudes  toward  the  United  States  per- 
taining to  the  national-status  hypothesis,  the  U-curve  hy- 
pothesis, and  the  association  hypothesis. 

Morris'  study  (1960)  found  support  for  the  contention 
that  the  national  status  accorded  a  foreign  student's  home- 
land by  Americans  is  directly  related  to  his  attitude  toward 
the  United  States,  while  Chang's   (1973)  study  and  those  of 
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Selltiz  et  al.    (1963)  and  Barnes   (1975)  do  not  support  this 
hypothesis. 

While  Sewell  et  al.    (1954),  Scott   (1956)  and  Coelho 
(1958)  tend  to  support  the  U-curve  hypothesis  in  their  stud- 
ies, Becker   (1971)  and  Lew  (1975)  do  not  support  this  hypoth- 
esis.    Becker  (1971)  reported  that  among  students  from  highly 
developed  European  countries,  the  U-curve  hypothesis  was  ba- 
sically substantiated,  although  a  "dropping  tail"  was  de- 
scribed and  a  reverse  pattern  existed  for  students  from  un- 
der-developed countries.  ' 

Studies  done  by  Sewell  and  Davidsen  (1956) ,  Ibrahim 
(1970),  Chang  (1973)  and  Lew  (1975)   tend  to  support  the  as- 
sociation hypothesis.     There  is,  however,  some  disagreement 
concerning  this  hypothesis.     Some  studies   (Riegel,  1953; 
Lysgaard,  1955;  Selltiz  &  Cook,  1962)  show  that  association 
with  the  host  country  produces  decreased  f avorableness .  Shenf  and 
Sherif   (1956)  found  that  increased  contact  between  racial 
groups  increased  prejudice. 


CHAPTER  3 
METHODOLOGY 

This  study  is  intended  to  test  three  major  hypotheses 
suggested  by  previous  literature:     the  national-status  hy- 
pothesis  (Davis,  1971;  Ibrahim,  1970;  Morris,  1960),  the  U- 
curve  hypothesis   (Davis,  1960,  1963,  1971;  Lysgaard,  1955; 
Sewell  &  Davidson,  1961)  and  the  Association  hypothesis 
(Basu  &  Ames,  1970;  Deutsch  &  Collins,   1951;   Ibrahim,  1970). 

There  is  still  considerable  controversy  in  the  research 
surrounding  the  above  three  hypotheses  developed  to  explain 
factors  which  influence  foreign  student  attitudes  toward  the 
United  States,  as  described  in  the  previous  chapter.     So  the 
writer  intends  to  apply  these  three  basic  hypotheses  to  the 
international  students  who  are  enrolled  at  the  University  of 
Florida  in  1980-81,  and  test  these  hypotheses  to  find  out 
'^whether  or  not  they  are  still  supported  or  maintained. 

The  writer  will  make  suggestions  for  the  policy  and 
guidance  of  the  student  exchange  to  both  the  host  country  and 
native  country  of  foreign  students. 

Sample 

The  sample  consists  of  320  foreign  students  who  re- 
sponded to  an  international  student  questionnaire  among  500 
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students  of  a  random  sample  selected  from  the  larger  popula- 
tion of  1,600  foreign  students  who  were  enrolled  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Florida  in  1980-81. 

Table  1  shows  the  distribution  of  these  students  by  re- 
gional groups  and  by  sex.     From  Table  1  it  can  be  seen  that 
male  students  were  in  the  majority  for  the  students  of  five 
regional  groups.     Overall,  the  males  dominated  the  sample 
and  the  male  ratio  was  almost  fotu:  to  one  over  the  females 
in  the  sample.  I 

Table  2  indicates  the  distribution  of  320  respondents 

by  their  regional  group  and  marital  status.     Table  2  shows 

! 

that  the  majority  of  the  students  are  single. 

Table  3  shows  the  distribution  of  320  international  stu- 
dents by  their  area  of  study  and  their  regional  group.  Table 
3  shows  that  the  distribution  of  majors  for  the  international 
students  seems  to  cluster  in  the  engineering,  agriculture, 
liberal  arts  and  sciences,  architecture  and  business  admin- 
istration fields.     It  can  also  be  seen  that  although  the  320 
respondents  are  enrolled  in  every  college,  the  most  popular 
major  for  the  international  student  is  engineering. 

Table  4  shows  the  320  respondents  by  their  regional 
group  and  their  academic  classification.     From  Table  4,  it 
can  be  seen  that  graduate  students  number  58  more  than  under- 
graduate students  as  a  whole.     But  in  the  case  of  the  stu- 
dents from  Latin  America  and  the  Middle  East,  the  undergrad- 
uates outnumber  the  graduate  students. 
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Table  1 

The  Distribution  of  320  Foreign  Students 


by  Regional  G 

i 

roup  and  Sex 

Sex  R 

egional  Group 

Latin  Middle 
Asia      America      Europe        East        Africa  Total 

Male               65  114 
Female           16  35 
Total              81    .  149 

20              36              19  254 
8               6               1  66 
28              42              20  320 

I 


Table  2 

The  Distribution  of  320  Respondents  by 
Regional  Group  and  Marital  Status 

Marital   Regional  Group  

Status  Latin  Middle 

Asia      America      Europe        East        Africa  Total 

Single  41  95  18  33  11  198 

Married  40  54  10  9  9  122 

Total  81  153  28  42  20  320 
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Table 

3 

The  Distribution  of  320  Respondents  by- 
Regional  Group  and  Major  Area  of  Study 

Major  Area 

R 

egional 

Group 

or  Study 

Asia 

Latin 
America 

Europe 

Middle 
East  Africa 

Total 

Liberal  Arts 
and  Sciences 

13 

18 

6 

10  1 

48 

Business  Ad- 
ministration 

2 

9 

3 

1 

15 

Building 
Construction 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Dentistry 

1 

1 

2 

Engineering 

44 

41 

9 

20  5 

119 

Journalism  and 
Communication 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Latin  American 
Studies 

4 

4 

Veterinary 
Medicine 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Accounting 

2 

2 

Agriculture 

14 

58 

3 

3 

78 

Architecture 

1 

8 

1  14 

24 

Education 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Fine  Arts 

1 

1 

Medicine 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pharmacy 

2 

1 

3 

Nursing 

1 

1 

Forest  Resources 
and  Conservation 

1 

1 

Physical  Educa- 
tion, Health  & 
Recreation 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

81 

149 

28 

42  20 

320 
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Table  4 

The  Distribution  of  320  Respondents  by 
Regional  Group  and  Academic  Classification 


Classification  Latin  Middle 

Asia  America  Europe      East  Africa  Total 

Undergraduate          8          86             9            24  4  131 

Graduate                 73          63            18            18  16  189 

TOTAL                         81         149             28             42  20  320 
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Instrument  Development 

Referring  to  Saad  E.  M.  Ibrahim  (1970) ,  F.  James  Davis 
(1971),  A.K.  Basu  and  Ames   (1970),  William  F.J.  Lew  (1975), 
Carol  Ruth  Barnes   (1975),  Hugh  J.  Phillips   (1978),  Ahmed  Ab- 
dullah Alsaffar  (1976),  and  Chain-kuo  Liu  (1977)   for  this 
scale,  the  writer  developed  the  following  four  scales  for  the 
present  study:     "Background  Information  Scale,  "Favorability 
to  America  Scale,"  "Association  Scale"  and  "Perception  of 
American  Favorability  to  Foreign  Country  Scale."     The  items 
for  the  four  questionnaires  were  derived  directly  from  the 
previously  mentioned  sources.     The  major  objectives  of  the 
scales  are  to  discover  the  attitudes  and  opinions  of  foreign 
students.  I 

The  measures  of  the  three  scales  are  outlined  below: 

(1)  "Background  Information  Scale"  consisted  of  16 
questions,  which  inquired  as  to  the  student's  home  country, 
marital  status,  age,  sex,  academic  classification,  major, 
with  whom  he  presently  lives,  length  of  stay  in  the  U.S., 
grade  point  average,  address  in  native  country,  socioeconomic 
status  in  native  country,  experiences  of  travel  outside  the 
U.S.,  degree  seeking  in  the  U.S.,  and  previous  degree  before 
coming  to  the  U.S.,  as  well  as  English  proficiency,  etc. 

(2)  There  were  nine  questions  in  the  "Association 

Scale,"  which  consisted  of  nine  measures  about  the  social 

I 

contact  between  American  people  and  foreign  students  such  as 


the  proportion  of  free  time  spent  with  Americans,  making 
close  American  friends,  recreation  with  Americans,  attend- 
ing meetings  with  Americans,  degree  of  favorability  with 
American  roommate,  degree  of  favorability  in  becoming  neigh- 
bors with  Americans  in  housing  arrangements,  taking  exer- 
cises with  Americans,  discussing  study  with  American  stu- 
dents, and  going  shopping  with  Americans,  etc. 

(3)  In  the  "Favorability  to  America  Scale"  there  were 
35  questions  regarding  the  feelings  of  foreign  students  to- 
ward the  United  States  concerning  the  degree  of  friendliness 
toward  Americans,  the  degree  of  American  kindness,  the  de- 
gree of  happiness  with  living  experiences  in  the  U.S.,  the 
degree  of  staisf action  with  study  in  the  U.S.,  the  degree  of 
liking  American  white  people,  the  degree  of  liking  American 
black  people,  the  feeling  of  American  students,  the  feeling 
of  American  professors,  the  degree  of  equality  in  America, 

the  degree  of  freedom  in  America,  the  degree  of  Americans* 

I 

service,  the  feeling  of  American  humor,  the  degree  of  Amer- 
ica's efficiency  in  general,  American  creativity  in  general, 
American  cooperation  in  general,  the  ability  of  the  American 
economy  in  general,  the  degree  of  American  morality,  Amer- 
ican responsibility  in  general,  opinions  about  American  fam- 
ily ties,  opinions  about  American  friendship,  etc.    (see  Ap- 
pendix B)  .  I 

(4)  Components  making  up  the  "Perception  of  American 
Favorability  to  Foreign  Countries  Scale"  included  ten 
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measvires  such  as  the  present  degree  of  American  friendliness 
toward  foreign  students ,  Americans '  awareness  of  the  inf orma 
tion  about  foreign  students'  countries,  the  degree  of  inter- 
est in  the  customs  and  traditions  of  the  foreign  student's 
country,  the  fairness  of  mass  media  about  foreign  student's 
countiry,  the  degree  of  Americans'  having  reliability  about 
the  student's  country,  an  intimate  relationship  between  Amer 
ica  and  the  foreign  student's  country,  Americans'  awareness 
of  the  educational  system  in  the  foreign  student's  country, 
Americans'  awareness  of  the  standard  of  living  in  the  for- 
eign student's  country,  the  ranking  of  international  pres- 
tige of  the  foreign  student's  country  as  judged  by  Americans 
etc.    (complete  Questionnaire  and  Scales  are  included  in  Ap- 
pendix B)  . 

The  Likert  method  of  scaling  was  used  in  constructing 
the  three  scales.     The  Association  Scale  had  a  reliability 
of  .93,  the  Favorability  to  America  Scale,   .94,  and  the  Per- 
ception of  American  Favorability  to  Foreign  Countries  Scale, 
.91,  thus  meeting  reasonably  rigorous  statistical  standards. 

I 

Method  of  Analysis 

The  data  of  this  study  were  analyzed  on  the  basis  of 
the  Likert  method  of  scaling   (i.e.,  very  low,  low,  moderate, 
high,  very  high).     The  method  of  statistical  analysis  used 
in  this  study  was  the  chi-square  test  for  independence  sta- 
tistics. 
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To  test  the  hypotheses,  independent  and  dependent  vari- 
ables were  employed  as  follows: 

Independent  variables:     age,  sex,  marital  status,  aca- 
demic status,  length  of  stay  in  the  U.S.,  previous  foreign 
travel  before  coming  to  the  U.S.,  regional  groups,  interac- 
tion with  Americans  and  perceived  attitudes  to  foreign 
country . 

Dependent  variables:     favorability  to  American  culture, 
American  social  structure,  American  people,  the  degree  of  as- 
sociation with  Americans,  perception  of  American  favorabil- 
ity to  foreign  country. 

In  addition,  the  following  tables  were  set  up  to  test 
hypotheses  for  this  study:  ' 

(1)  Relation  between  Perception  of  American  Favorabil- 
ity to  Foreign  Country  and  Favorability  to  America  among  For- 
eign Students. 

I 

(2)  Relation  between  Length  of  Residence  and  Favorabil- 
ity to  America.  , 

(3)  Relation  between  Association  with  Americans  and  Fa- 
vorability to  America  among  Foreign  Students. 

(4)  Relation  between  Association  with  Americans  and 
Perception  of  American  Favorability  to  Foreign  Countries 
among  Foreign  Students.  I 

(5)  Distribution  of  Foreign  Students  on  the  Associa- 
tion Scale  by  Selected  Characteristics. 
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(6)  Distribution  of  Foreign  Students  on  the  Favor abil- 
ity to  America  (FA)   Scale  by  Selected  Characteristics. 

(7)  Distribution  of  Foreign  Students  on  the  Perception 
of  Americans'  Favorability  to  Foreign  Countries   (PAF)  Scale 
by  Selected  Characteristics.  ' 

(8)  Percentage  Distribution  of  Foreign  Students  on  the 
Association  Scale,  FA  Scale  and  PAF  Scale  by  Previous  Foreign 
Travel.  ' 

(9)  Relation  between  Non-European  Students  and  European 
Students  in  the  Association  Scale. 

(10)  Relation  between  Non-European  Students  and  European 
Students  in  the  FA  Scale.  | 

(11)  Relation  between  Non-European  and  European  Students 
in  the  PAF  Scale.  I 

Collection  of  Data 

The  data  for  this  study  were  gathered  through  a  question- 
naire survey  with  a  random  sample  of  500  among  1,600  students 
enrolled  in  the  University  of  Florida  in  19  80-81.     The  foreign 
students  who  were  enrolled  in  the  English  Language  Institute 
were  excluded  from  the  population  of  this  study,  because  their 
English  was  not  sufficient  to  complete  the  "international 
questionnaire."     The  writer  obtained  the  information  concern- 
ing foreign  students  through  the  international  student  center 
and  the  registrar's  office  at  the  University  of  Florida  and 
then  a  questionnaire  was  mailed  to  the  subjects  and  follow- 
up  letters  were  sent  to  the  subjects  with  stronger  appeals. 
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The  1,600  foreign  students  who  were  enrolled  in  the 
period  of  1980-81  at  the  University  of  Florida  constituted 
the  population  (excluding  those  enrolled  at  the  English  Lan- 
guage Institute)  and  500  foreign  students  were  selected  for 
the  random  sample.     So,  500  questionnaires  were  mailed  and 
the  questionnaires  returned  totaled  320.     The  return  rate 
was  64  percent  for  this  study.     The  questionnaire  technique 
was  judged  to  be  the  most  effective  for  this  study  by  the 
writer.     A  questionnaire  is  a  kind  of  scientific  instrument 
for  measuring  and  for  gathering  specific  kinds  of  data.  The 
questionnaire  for  the  present  study  was  designed  in  accor- 
dance with  the  attitude  scale  of  the  Likert  method  of  scal- 
ing.    The  Likert  method  of  scaling  is  a  summated  rating 
scale,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  scales  for  the  measure- 
ment of  attitudes.     Chi-square  tests  of  independence  were 
used  to  test  the  hypotheses  at  the  .05  alpha  probability 
level. 

I 

Hypotheses 

In  the  present  study,  the  hypotheses  consisted  of  three 
major  hypotheses  and  eight  sub-hypotheses  as  follows: 

The  National-Status  Hypothesis 

As  already  discussed  at  length  in  Chapter  2,  this  hy- 
pothesis states  that  the  foreign  student's  attitude  toward 
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the  host  country  reflects  the  attitude  of  its  people  toward 
his  home  country. 

The  U-Curve  Hypothesis 

This  hypothesis  states  that  the  favorability  of  foreign 
students'  attitudes  toward  the  host  country  declines  over 
time  and  rises  later  during  sojourn. 

The  Association  Hypothesis 

This  hypothesis  states  that  the  favorability  of  foreign 
students'  attitudes  toward  the  host  country  is  directly  re- 
lated to  the  amount  of  social  contact  or  interaction  with 
its  people.  i 

Sub-Hypotheses 

(1)  The  more  association  with  Americans,  the  more  pos- 
itive perception  of  American  favorability  to  the  foreign 
country  the  foreign  students  would  have. 

(2)  The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single,  un- 
dergraduate, and  have  been  in  the  United  States  longer  tend 
to  interact  more  with  Americans. 

(3)  The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single  and 
undergraduate  have  more  favorable  attitudes  toward  the  U.S. 

(4)  The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single,  un- 
dergraduate, and  have  been  in  the  United  States  longer  tend 
to  have  a  more  positive  perception  of  American  favorability 
to  foreign  countries. 
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(5)  There  are  differences  in  the  Association  Scale, 
FA  Scale  and  PAF  Scale  according  to  foreign  students '  pre- 
vious experiences  while  traveling  in  other  countries  before 
coming  to  the  United  States. 

(6)  There  is  a  difference  between  non-European  and 

1 

European  students  on  the  Association  Scale. 

(7)  European  students  have  more  favorability  to  Amer- 
ica than  non-European  students. 

(8)  European  students  have  a  more  positive  perception 
of  American  favorability  to  foreign  countries  than  non-Euro- 
pean students.  ! 

Summary 

The  data  for  this  study  were  obtained  during  the  winter 
quarter,  198  0,  from  a  survey  of  320  foreign  students  repre- 
senting five  regional  groups,  officially  registered  at  the 
University  of  Florida  at  that  time. 

Four  scales  were  developed  to  measure  "association," 
"perceived  American  attitudes  toward  the  foreign  students" 
and  "foreign  students'  attitudes  toward  Americans." 

There  were  three  major  hypotheses  and  eight  sub-hypothe- 
ses to  test  in  the  present  study,  as  described  in  the  previ- 
ous pages. 


CHAPTER  4 
DATA  ANALYSIS 

I 

In  this  chapter,  data  are  presented  and  analyzed  in 
three  areas  related  to  foreign  students  at  the  University 
of  Florida.     The  three  areas  are   (1)  association  with  Amer- 
icans;   (2)   favorability  to  America;  and   (3)  perception  of 
American  favorability  to  the  foreign  country.     Data  are  pre- 
sented and  analyzed  to  support  or  negate  the  three  major  hy- 
potheses which  are  the  national-status  hypothesis,  the  U- 
curve  hypothesis  and  the  association  hypothesis. 

This  chapter  is  divided  into  two  parts;  the  first  deals 
with  major  hypotheses  testing,  the  second  with  sub-hypoth- 
eses testing. 

Major  Hypotheses  Testing 

Three  major  hypotheses  were  tested  in  this  part  of  the 
study.     Each  of  the  hypotheses  was  tested  at  the  .05  signif- 
icance level. 

Hypothesis  1:     The  National-Status  Hypothesis 

This  hypothesis  stated  that  the  foreign  students'  atti- 
tudes toward  the  host  country  reflect  the  attitudes  of  its 
people  toward  their  home  countries. 
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Table  5  shows  the  empirical  data  bearing  on  the  above 
hypothesis.     Among  those  who  perceived  Americans'  attitudes 
toward  the  foreign  students  as  negative,  31.8  percent  held 
unfavorable  attitudes  toward  America  and  35.3  percent  of 
them  had  favorable  attitudes  toward  America.     Among  those 
students  who  perceived  American  attitudes  toward  the  foreign 
students  as  positive,  64.4  percent  reciprocated  this  percep- 
tion by  holding  favorable  attitudes  toward  America.  Only 
6.7  percent  did  not. 

i 

There  is  a  significant  difference  between  the  high  and 
low  favorable  groups  in  perceiving  Americans '  attitudes  to- 
ward the  foreign  country.     The  relationship  between  the  PAF 
scores  and  FA  scores  is  statistically  significant  at  the  lev- 
els of  .05  and  .01.     The  data  support  the  national-status 
hypothesis.     The  empirical  evidence  strongly  substantiates 
that  the  more  Americans'  attitudes  toward  the  foreign  coun- 
tries are  perceived  by  the  foreign  students  as  positive,  the 
more  likely  these  students  are  to  hold  positive  attitudes  to- 
ward America. 

The  national  status  hypothesis  has  been  a  central  the- 
sis for  several  recent  studies  of  foreign  students.  While 
the  studies  of  Selltiz  et  al.    (1963)   and  Barnes   (1975)  did 
not  support  this  hypothesis,  the  present  study  and  Morris' 
study  (1960)  did.     Contradictory  findings  concerning  this 
hypothesis  could  result  from  the  impact  of  instruments  mea- 
(  suring  national  status  and  the  effect  of  different  types  of 
samples  of  foreign  students  used  in  these  studies. 
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Table  5 

Relation  between  Perception  of  American 
Favor ability  to  Foreign  Country 
and  Favorability  to  America 


Perception  of  ' 

American  Favor-   Favorability  to  America 


ability 

(PAF) 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

Total 

Low 

31.8 

32.9 

35.3 

100.0 

Moderate 

10.8 

43.2 

46.0 

100.0 

High 

6.7 

28.9 

64.4 

100.0 

N  =  320, 

df  =  4 

x2  = 

29.2  p<.05 
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Hypothesis  2:     The  U-Curve  Hypothesis 

This  hypothesis  stated  that  the  favorability  of  foreign 
students'  attitudes  toward  the  host  country  declines  over 
time  and  rises  later  during  sojourn. 

The  U-curve  hypothesis  was  assessed  by  a  chi-square 
test  in  which  the  attitudes  of  foreign  students  among  the 
three  stages  presented  above  were  compared.     The  results  of 
the  tests  are  shown  in  Table  6.     The  attitudes  of  the  for- 
eign students  in  the  first  and  second  stages  were  a  little 
different.     While  47.6  percent  of  those  in  the  first  stage 
have  a  favorable  attitude  toward  the  United  States,  42.7 
percent  of  those  also  have  a  favorable  attitude  in  the  sec- 
ond stage.     There  is  also  a  little  attitudinal  difference 
between  foreign  students  in  the  second  stage  and  those  in 
the  third  stage;  42.7  percent  in  the  second  stage  and  48.5 
percent  in  the  third  stage  have  a  favorable  attitude  toward 
the  United  States  respectively.     But  the  differences  among 
the  three  stages  are  not  significant  statistically.     The  at- 
titudinal differences  among  foreign  students  in  the  three 
stages  of  residence  were  found  to  be  not  significant  statis- 
tically.    Therefore,  the  data  do  not  support  the  U-curve  hy- 
pothesis.    Thus,  it  would  appear  that  stages  of  adjustment 
and  shifts  in  attitudes  do  not  necessarily  proceed  pari  passu. 

One  might  expect  that  changes  in  feeling  toward  the 
host  country  would  be  accompanied  by  complementary  changes 
in  feeling  toward  the  home  country;  that  is,  one  might  expect 
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Table  6 

Relation  between  Length  of  Residence 
and  Favorability  to  America 


Length  of   Favorability  to  America  (FA)  

Residence  Low      Moderate    High    Total  Chi-square 


0-11.9  months  15.0        38.4        47.6  100.0 


12-23.9  months  18.3        39.0        42.7  100.0 


24  months  or  more     13.9        37.6        48.5  100.0 


N  =  320,     df  =4,  =  1.10,  n.s, 


x^2  =0.29 
df  =  1;  n.s, 


=  1.08 
df  =  1;  n.s, 
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the  student  to  be  relatively  unfavorable  toward  his  home 
country  when  he  is  most  enthusiastic  about  the  host  country, 
and  most  favorable  toward  his  home  country  when  he  is  least 
favorable  toward  the  host  country.     So  there  are  no  exact 
parallel  cycles  following  the  U-pattern  with  respect  to  con- 
tact with  Americans,  adjustment  during  the  stay  and  atti- 
tudes toward  the  United  States. 

Sewell  et  al.  (1954)  reported  parallel  cycles  follow- 
ing this  U-pattern  with  respect  to  contact  with  Americans, 
adjustment  during  the  stay  and  attitudes  toward  the  United 
States.  However,  Lysgaard  (1955)  found  no  consistent  time 
pattern  with  respect  to  negative  or  positive  characteriza- 
tions of  the  "typical  American"  nor  with  respect  to  whether 
Americans  as  people  or  American  democracy  were  found  to  be 
"better"  or  "worse"  than  the  student  had  expected.  In  the 
studies  of  Selltiz  and  Cook  (1962) ,  there  was  a  negative 
shift  in  attitudes  that  fit  the  U-pattern. 

Hypothesis  3;     The  Association  Hypothesis 

I 

This  hypothesis  stated  that  the  favorability  of  foreign 
students'  attitudes  toward  the  host  country  is  directly  re- 
lated to  the  amount  of  social  contact  or  interaction  with 
its  people.  I 

The  data  presented  in  Table  7  show  the  relation  between 
association  with  Americans  and  favorability  to  America  among 
foreign  students.     An  association  scale  was  used  to  measure 
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Table  7 

Relation  between  Association  with  Americans 
and  Favorability  to  America 
Among  Foreign  Students 


Association 
Americans 

with 

Favorability  to  America  (FA) 

Low 

Moderate  High 

Total 

Low 

33.0 

46.0  21.0 

100.0 

Moderate 

12.1 

^      40.5  47.4 

100.0 

High 

4.2 

25.3  70.5 

100.0 

N  =  320,  df 

=4,           =  46.11,  p<.05 
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differences  among  foreign  students  in  their  degrees  of  con- 
tact with  Americans.     Foreign  students  were  classified  into 
three  groups  according  to  their  association  scores,  and  a 
chi-square  test  was  performed  to  examine  the  attitudinal 
differences  among  these  three  groups.     The  result  of  the 
chi-square  test  is  shown  in  Table  7.     A  highly  significant 
relation  was  found  between  contact  with  Americans  and  atti- 
tude toward  the  United  States.     More  specifically,  a  sub- 
stantially higher  percentage  of  the  high  contact  group  of 
foreign  students  had  a  more  favorable  attitude  toward  the 
United  States  than  the  low  contact  group. 

It  is  clear  that  association  is  positively  associated 
with  favorable  attitudes  toward  Americans .     Among  the  low 
interacting  students,  only  21  percent  held  favorable  atti- 
tudes toward  Americans;  among  the  highly  interacting,  70.5 
percent  held  favorable  attitudes — a  difference  of  49.5  per- 
cent.    The  relationship  between  association  and  attitudes 
is  significant  statistically  at  the  .01  level.     Based  on 
these  findings,  it  is  inferred  that  contact  with  Americans 
leads  to  a  more  favorable  attitude  toward  the  United  States 
rather  than  the  contrary.     The  present  findings  are  consis- 
tent with  the  association  hypothesis. 

The  exchange  of  personnel  has  long  been  considered  a 
technique  for  creating  good  will  and  favorable  attitudes 
across  national  boundaries.     This  refers  both  to  the  longer 
term  sojourner  who  goes  to  a  foreign  country  for  a  period 
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of  a  year  or  more  as  a  student,  trainee,  scholar  or  tempo- 
rary employee,  and  to  the  short  term  visitor  or  tourist. 

I 

There  is  no  question  that  a  stay  in  a  foreign  country 
has  great  potential  for  producing  favorable  attitudes  toward 
that  country.     Through  first  hand  experience  with  the  coun- 
try and  contact  with  its  people,  the  visitor  is  able  to  ac- 
quire new  information  which  may  help  to  correct  erroneous 
preconceptions  of  them  and  cut  through  negative  stereotypes 
(Kelman,  1962) .     He  is  able  to  get  to  know  the  nationals  of 
that  country  as  people,  and  he  may  develop  "authentic  inter- 
personal relationships"  (Perlmutter,  1960) ,  and  thus  form  per- 
sonal ties  to  the  country.     He  may  become  involved  in  vari- 
ous aspects  of  life  in  that  country  and  thus  become  identi- 
fied with  it.     Moreover,  the  fact  that  he  has  spent  an  ex- 
tended period  of  time  in  the  country  and  invested  much  in 
this  experience  will  in  itself  create  forces  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  favorable  attitude.  I 

Studies  of  exchange  students  and  other  social-psycho- 
logical investigations  provide  a  number  of  hints  about  the 
variables  determining  the  probability  that  favorable  atti- 
tudes will  develop  (Kelman,  1962).     An  important  variable, 
for  example,  is  the  opportunity  the  visitor  has  for  genuine 
contact  with  nationals  of  the  host  country  and  for  involve- 
ment in  various  aspects  of  its  life.     Another  important  and 
obvious  factor  is  what  happens  in  the  course  of  the  contact — 
what  treatment  the  visitor  receives  at  the  hands  of  the  host. 
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In  the  studies  of  Selltiz  and  Cook  (1962) ,  students  who 
reported  having  made  one  or  more  close  American  friends  de- 
scribed both  friendship  and  family  relations  in  the  United 
States  as  closer  than  did  those  without  a  close  American 
friend,  and  expressed  greater  liking  for  American  friendship 
and  family  patterns  and  greater  approval  of  the  traits  they 
saw  as  characteristic  of  Americans.     They  scored  higher,  too, 
on  a  summary  measure  based  on  evaluation  of  a  number  of  dif- 
ferent aspects  of  American  life,  and  they  were  likely  both  to 
describe  themselves  as  more  favorable  in  their  feelings  to- 
ward the  United  States  and  to  be  rated  by  their  interviewers 
as  being  more  favorable  than  those  who  did  not  have  close 
American  friends.     Goldsen  et  al.    (1956)  found  that  those  who 
scored  high  on  the  friendship  measure  were  more  favorable  on 
almost  every  question,  including  those  referring  to  public  or 
formal  institutions.     It  seems  rather  clearly  established, 
then,  that  there  is  an  association  bewteen  having  one  or  more 
close  American  friends  and  liking  American  life,  especially 
the  aspects  involving  personal-social  relations.  Studies  on 
race  relations,  such  as  those  by  Allport  and  Kramer,  (1946)  sug- 
gest that  favorable  changes  of  attitude  are  most  likely  to 
take  place  if  the  contact  is  made  at  an  equal  status.  Fi- 
nally, attitudes  toward  the  nationals  of  the  host  country 
are  likely  to  be  affected  not  only  by  the  specific  ways  in 
which  they  act  toward  the  visitor,  but  also  by  the  nature  of 
the  general  experience  that  he  has  in  their  midst.     In  a 
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different  context,  Lott  and  Lott  (1960)  have  found  that  if 
a  person  is  rewarded  in  the  presence  of  others,  he  is  likely 
to  develop  favorable  attitudes  toward  them.     One  can  expect, 
in  line  with  this,  that  the  more  positive  and  rewarding  the 
visitor's  experience  has  been,  for  whatever  reasons,  the  more 
likely  he  is  to  become  positive  toward  the  country  and  its 
people.  j 

Most  social  psychological  studies  support  this  hypoth- 
esis (Deutsch  &  Collins,  1951;  Hoffman  &  Zak,  1969,  Newcomb, 

I 

1951;  Stouffer,  1961) .  The  present  study  also  found  support 
for  the  association  hypothesis.  Thus,  the  more  the  interac- 
tion the  more  favorable  the  attitudes,  and  the  more  likely 

that  the  interaction  takes  place. 

I 

Sub-Hypotheses  Testing 

Sub-Hypothesis  1 

This  hypothesis  stated  that  the  more  association  with 
Americans,  the  more  positive  perceptions  of  American  favor- 
ability  to  the  foreign  country  the  foreign  students  would 
have . 

Table  8  shows  the  relation  between  association  with 
Americans  and  perception  of  American  favorability  to  foreign 
countries  among  foreign  students.     The  data  indicate  that 
there  is  a  positive  association  between  association  and  Amer- 
icans' attitudes  as  perceived  by  the  foreign  students.  The 
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Table  8 

Relation  between  Association  with  Americans 

and  Perception  of  American  Favorability 
to  Foreign  Countries  Among  Foreign  Students 


Association  with      Perception  of  American  Favorability  (PAF) 
Americans  Low  Moderate  High  Total 


Low 

43 

.6 

4 

7. 

3 

9. 

2 

100 

.0 

Moderate 

24. 

.9 

61 

3. 

1 

15. 

0 

100. 

.0 

High 

9. 

9 

5: 

3. 

5 

36. 

6 

100. 

0 

N  =  320, 

df  =  4, 

2 

X  = 

26.: 

24 

,  p<.05 

1 


i 

1 
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relationship  between  the  two  variables  is  significant  at  the 
.05  level. 

There  is  a  significant  difference  between  the  high  and 
low  interactive  groups  in  perceiving  Americans'  attitudes 
toward  foreign  countries.     Among  the  low  interacting  students, 
only  9.2  percent  held  positive  perceptions  of  American  favor- 
ability  to  foreign  countries;  among  the  highly  interacting, 
36.6  percent  held  positive  perceptions — a  difference  of  27.4 
percent.     The  data  support  sub-hypothesis  1.     On  the  basis 
of  the  data,  we  would  have  to  conclude  that  the  association 
between  foreign  students  and  Americans  has  a  significant  in- 
fluence on  how  those  students  perceive  Americans'  attitudes 
toward  foreign  countries. 

Since  there  is  a  relationship  between  association  and 
perception  of  American  attitudes,  and  the  two  variables  are 
positively  related  to  the  students'  attitudes  toward  America, 
it  is  then  reasonable  to  conclude  that  both  variables  influ- 
ence the  attitudes  toward  America  alike. 

The  relationships  among  the  three  variables  may  be  il- 
lustrated by  a  simple  diagram: 


Foreign  Students' 
Favorability  to  America 


Association  with 
Americans 


Perception  of  American 
Favorability 


Triangular 


Pattern 
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Since  the  diagram  shows  that  there  is  a  positive  rela- 
tionship among  three  variables,  the  writer  wants  to  name 
this  relationship  a  triangular  pattern  in  forming  the  atti- 
tudes of  foreign  students  toward  their  host  countries. 

Sub-Hypothesis  2 

This  sub-hypothesis  stated  that  the  foreign  students 
who  are  younger,  single,  undergraduate  and  have  been  in  the 
United  States  longer  tend  to  interact  with  Americans  more. 

Table  9  shows  the  distribution  of  foreign  students  on 
the  association  scale  by  selected  characteristics.  Younger 
students  aged  18  to  25  scored  highest  on  the  association 
scale;  on  the  other  hand,  the  older  students   (3  0  and  over) 
scored  lowest  on  the  association  scale,  so  younger  students 
tend  to  have  more  association  with  Americans  than  older  stu- 
dents.    The  findings  also  indicate  that  association  with 
Americans  is  related  to  marital  status,  academic  status,  and 
length  of  residence  in  the  United  States.     Foreign  students 
who  are  single  and  undergraduate  tend  to  interact  with  Amer- 
icans more.     In  the  case  of  length  of  stay  in  the  United 
States,  the  students  who  had  been  in  the  U.S.  for  24  months 
or  more  showed  the  highest  percentage  on  the  association 
scale.     The  relationship  between  the  four  characteristics, 
which  are  age,  marital  status,  academic  status  and  length 
of  stay  in  the  U.S.,  and  the  association  scale  is  signif- 
icant at  the  .05  level.  ! 
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Table  9 

I 

Distribution  of  Foreign  Students  on  the  Association 
Scale  by  Selected  Characteristics 


Characteristics 


Low 


Association  with  Americans 


Moderate 


High 


Total 


Age : 
18-25 
26-29 

30  and  over 


16.3 
24.3 
36.2 

N  =  320,     df  =  4, 


Marital  Status: 
Single 
Married 


19.3 
30.6 


51.1 
56.8 
54.2 


49.2 
60.4 


32.6 
18.9 
9.6 


=  21.58,  p<.05 


31.5 
9.0 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


100.0 
100.0 


N  =  320,     df  =  2, 


=  21.83,  p<.05 


Academic  Status: 
Undergraduate 
Graduate 


17.4 
27.7 


50.8 
55.4 


31.8 
16.9 


100.0 
100.0 


N  =  320,     df  =  2, 


X 


=  10.87,  p<.05 


Length  of  Stay  in 

U.S.    (in  months) : 

6-11.9  27.7 
12-23.9  34.1 
2  4  or  more  9 . 0 

N  =  320,     df  =  4, 


55.4 
48.1 
61.3 


X 


16.9 
17.8 
29.7 


=  25.73,  p<.05 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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The  findings  of  the  data  are  in  the  predicted  direc- 
tion, and  coincide  with  previous  research  findings,  espe- 
cially those  by  Selltiz  and  her  associates   (1956) .     It  may 
be  suggested  that  younger  students,  undergraduates  and  sin- 
gles have  more  freedom  to  interact  with  Americans.  They 
have  fewer  social,  academic  and  political  obligations  that 
may  limit  their  association.     On  the  other  hand,  foreign  stu- 
dents who  are  older,  married  and  in  graduate  school  may  have 
more  obligations,  thus  hindering  their  association  with  Amer- 
icans.    It  might  also  be  suggested  that  the  younger,  single 

I 

and  undergraduate  students  have  not  developed  as  many  rigid 
mental  and  behavioral  patterns  as  their  opposite  counter- 
parts.    Further,  the  foreign  students  who  had  been  in  the 
United  States  longer  had  more  opportunities  for  association 
with  Americans  than  their  opposite  counterparts.     It  might 
be  suggested  that  the  longer  the  residence  in  the  United 
States,  the  more  the  association  with  Americans. 

Sub-Hypothesis  3 

I 

This  sub-hypothesis  stated  that  the  foreign  students 
who  are  younger,  single  and  undergraduate  have  more  favor- 
able attitudes  toward  the  United  States. 

Table  10  shows  the  distribution  of  foreign  students  on 
the  FA  scale  by  selected  characteristics.     The  data  indicated 
that  attitudes  toward  America  are  significantly  associated 
with  age,  marital  status  and  academic  status.  Foreign 
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Table  10 

Distribution  of  Foreign  Students 
on  the  FA  Scale  by  Selected  Characteristics 


i-naracterxstics 



Favorability 

to  America 

(FA) 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

Total 

Age: 

18-25 

in  7 

32.9 

Ob .  y 

T  A  A  A 
lUU  .  Q 

26-29 

22.7 

32.7 

44.6 

100.0 

30  and  over 

15.8 

53.7 

30.5 

100.0 

N  = 

320, 

df  = 

4, 

x' 

^  =  20.66 

,  P<.05 

Marital  Status: 

Single 

22.6 

35.2 

42.2 

100.0 

Married 

35.5 

30.1 

34.4 

100.0 

N  = 

320, 

df  = 

2, 

x' 

^  =  19.6, 

p<.05 

Academic  Status: 

1 

Undergraduate 

17.0 

26.3 

56.7 

100.0 

Graduate 

17.1 

36.1 

46.8 

100.0 

N  = 

320, 

df  = 

2, 

x' 

'  =  61.8, 

P<.05 
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students  who  were  younger,  single  and  undergraduates  were 
more  likely  to  hold  favorable  attitudes  toward  Americans. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  older,  the  married,  and  the  graduates 
were  less  likely  to  have  favorable  attitudes  toward  Amer- 
icans.    All  the  three  associations  were  significant  at  the 
.05  level  and  were  in  the  predicted  direction.     The  previous 
data  indicated  that  more  interaction  is  associated  with  more 
favorable  attitudes;  therefore,  the  younger,  the  single  and 
the  undergraduate  will  hold  more  favorable  attitudes  because 
they  have  more  interactions  with  Americans  than  the  older, 
the  married  and  the  graduates.     This  was  supported  by  the  em- 
pirical data. 

Sub-Hypothesis  4 

The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single,  undergrad- 
uate and  had  been  in  the  United  States  longer  tend  to  have 
the  more  positive  perception  of  American  favorability  to  the 
foreign  countries. 

Table  11  shows  the  distribution  of  foreign  students  on 
the  PAF  scale  and  by  selected  characteristics.     The  data  in- 
dicated that  favorable  perceptions  of  Americans '  attitudes 
toward  the  foreign  countries  seem  to  be  associated  with  age, 
marital  status  and  academic  status.     Those  who  thought  that 
Americans  held  favorable  attitudes  toward  the  foreign  coun- 
tries existed  in  larger  proportions  among  the  younger  stu- 
dents, the  single,  and  the  undergraduates.     The  associations 
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Table  11 

Distribution  of  Foreign  Students  on  the 
PAF  Scale  by  Selected  Characteristics 


Characteristics 


Perception  of  American  Favorability  (PAF) 
Low  Moderate  High  Total 


Age: 
18-25 
26-29 

30  and  over 


48.4 
59.2 
50.9 


36.3 
30.9 
39.1 


15.3 
9.9 
10.0 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


N 


320,     df  =  4, 


=  13.8,  P<.05 


Marital  Status: 

Single  60.4 
Married  70.2 


26.7 
21.9 


12.9 
7.9 


100.0 
100.0 


N  =  320,     df  =  2, 


Academic  Status: 

Undergraduate  58.5 
Graduate  68.9 


=  15.3,  P<.05 


28.0 
21.9 


13.5 
9.2 


100.0 
100.0 


N  =  320,     df  =  2, 


Length  of  Resi- 
dence in  U.S.: 
(in  months) 

0-11.9 

12-23.9 

24  and  over 


22.3 
26.5 
26.2 


=  16.5,  P<.05 


55.3 
50.7 
59.3 


22.4 
22.8 
14.5 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


N  = 


320,     df  =4,  =  3.94, 


n.  s . 
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between  the  PAF  scores  and  the  above  mentioned  variables 
were  all  statistically  significant  at  the  .01  level.  Only 
one  association  contradicted  the  hypothesis  concerning 
length  of  residence  and  PAF.     It  was  hypothesized  that  the 
foreign  students  who  had  been  in  the  United  States  longer 
tend  to  have  the  more  positive  perception  of  American  favor- 
ability  to  the  foreign  country.     The  data  did  not  support 
that  claim. 

Sub-Hypothesis  5 

There  are  differences  in  association  scale,  FA  scale 
and  PAF  scale  according  to  foreign  students '  previous  expe- 
riences of  traveling  in  other  countries  before  coming  to  the 
United  States.  I 

Table  12  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  foreign 
students  on  the  Association  Scale,  FA  Scale    and  PAF  Scale 
by  previous  foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the  United  States. 
The  data  indicated  that  foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the 
United  States  is  significantly  associated  with  interaction 
with  Americans  and  perception  of  American  favorability  to 
foreign  countries.     The  foreign  students  who  had  traveled  in 
other  countries  before  coming  to  the  United  States  are  more 
likely  to  interact  with  Americans  and  to  have  favorable  per- 
ception of  Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign  countries. 
The  relationship  is  significant  at  the  .05  level,  but  the  fa- 
vorability to  America  is  not  associated  significantly  with 
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Table  12 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Foreign  Students 
on  Association  Scale,  FA  Scale  and  PAF  Scale 
by  Previous  Foreign  Travel 

I 


Foreign  Travel 
before  coming 
to  the  U.S. 

1 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

Total 

Association  Scale 

Travel 

27.2 

49.1 

23.7 

100.0 

No  travel 

16.0 

64.4 

19.6 

100.0 

N  = 

320, 

df  =  2, 

=  6.41, 

P<.05 

FA  Scale 

Travel 

14.8 

36.3 

48.9 

100.0 

No  travel 

17.9 

43.8 

38.3 

100.0 

N  = 

320, 

df  =  2, 

x^  =  2.94, 

1 

n.s. 

PAF  Scale 

Travel 

26.2 

52.2 

21.6 

100.0 

No  travel 

23.8 

65.9 

10.3 

100.0 

N  =  320,     df  =2,     x^  =  6.15, 


P<.05 
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previous  foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the  United  States 
in  the  data.  j 

Students  who  have  traveled  before  are  more  accustomed 
to  meeting  people  in  other  countries  and  have  communication 
skills  which  the  new  travelers  do  not.     They  are  more  flex- 
ible in  the  sense  that  they  are  used  to  other  cultures  and 
find  it  easier  to  adapt  themselves  to  new  and  strange  situa- 
tions.    According  to  the  data  the  more  cosmopolitan  students 
should  have  greater  ease  in  adjusting  to  a  new  situation. 
They  have  been  abroad  before  and  should  find  it  easier  to 
get  about  America.  | 

But  there  is  no  significant  relationship  positively  be- 
tween the  favor ability  to  America  and  the  previous  foreign 
travel  before  coming  to  the  United  States.     Perhaps  we  might 
think  about  this  as  follows:     those  who  have  never  seen  an- 
other country  are  excited  and  happy  at  the  new  experience  and 

like  the  United  States.     The  thrill  has  worn  off  for  those 

I 

who  have  traveled  before;  they  are  able  to  make  broader  com- 
parisons of  experiences  here  with  experiences  in  other  coun- 
tries and  America  suffers  in  the  process. 

Those  students  who  have  traveled  in  other  countries,  the 
more  flexible  cosmopolitans,  are  more  satisfied  with  their 
stay  in  the  United  States.     So  they  are  more  likely  to  have 
favorable  perceptions  of  Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign 
countries . 
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Sub-Hypothesis  6  ^ 

There  is  a  difference  between  non-European  and  European 
students  on  the  Association  Scale. 

Table  13  shows  the  relation  between  non-European  and 
European  students  on  the  Association  Scale.     From  Table  13, 
it  can  be  seen  that  the  student's  regional  group  does  not 
make  a  difference  in  the  relative  degree  of  association  with 
Americans.     The  difference  in  association  scale  score  shown 
in  Table  13  is  not  statistically  significant  at  the  .05  level. 

Sub- Hypo thesis  7 

European  students  have  more  favorability  to  America 
than  non-European  students. 

Mead  (1953)   found  that  most  of  the  non-European  coun- 
tries encountered  difficulties  in  developing  a  modern  tech- 
nology because  of  their  lack  of  concomitant  values.     If  so- 
cial institutions  and  social  practices  are  highly  correlated 

with  values  people  hold,  it  should  follow  that  European  stu- 

I 

dents  who  have  values  similar  to  Americans  will  have  a  more 
favorable  attitude  toward  American  practices  and  institutions 
than  the  non-European  students.     In  order  to  prove  this  hy- 
pothesis, students  from  Europe  were  classified  as  one  group 
while  all  the  rest  were  placed  in  another  group. 

Table  14  shows  the  relation  between  non-European  stu- 
dents and  European  students  on  the  FA  scale.     The  data  indi- 
cate that  there  is  no  difference  between  non-European  and 

I 
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Table  13 

Relation  between  Non-European  and  European 
Students  in  Association  Scale 


Regional  Group 


Association  with  Americans 


Low 


Moderate 


High 


Total 


Non-European 
European 


24.9 
14.3 


54.1 
46.4 


21.0 
39.3 


100.0 
100.0 


N  =  320,     df  =2,  =  5.16,  n.s, 


Table  14 

Relation  between  Non- European  and 
European  Students  in  FA  Scale 


Regional  Group   Favorability  to  America  

Low  Moderate  High  Total 

Non-European  16.0        |      37.7  46.3  100.0 

European  14.4  42.8  42.8  100.0 

N  =  320,     df  =2,  =  0.26,  n.s. 


European  students  in  the  relative  degrees  of  favorability 
to  America.     The  difference  in  favorability  to  America  shown 
in  Table  14  is  not  statistically  significant  at  the  .05  level. 
The  data  do  not  support  this  hypothesis. 

Sub-Hypothesis  8 

European  students  would  have  the  more  positive  percep- 
tion of  American  favorability  to  the  foreign  coxintries  than 
non-European  students.  | 

Perception  of  the  United  States,  in  terms  of  the  sa- 
lience of  various  American  phenomena,  cognitions  about  them 
and  the  emotional  responses  which  they  evoked,  differed  be- 
tween non-European  and  European  students.     These  differences 
of  perception  are  traced  to  the  differences  in  the  foreign 
students'  cultural  backgrounds   (Becker,  1966). 

The  cultural  backgrounds  and  value  systems  of  European 
students  are  more  similar  to  those  of  American  students  than 
are  those  of  non-European  students.     So  it  might  be  suggested 
that  European  students  have  more  positive  perceptions  of 
American  favorability  to  foreign  countries  than  non-European 
students.     Table  15  shows  the  relation  between  non-European 
students  and  European  students  on  the  PAF  scale. 

The  data  indicate  that  the  regional  group  is  related  to 
perceptions  of  American  favorability  to  foreign  countries  at 
the  statistical  significance  level  of  .05.     European  students 
tend  to  hold  more  favorable  perceptions  of  American 
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1 

favorability  to  foreign  countries  than  non-European  stu- 

dents.    Non-European  students 

had  a  high  percentage  in  low 

perception  of  American  favorability  and  a  low  percentage  in 

a  high  level  of  PAF  scale,  whj 

Lie  European  students  had  a  low 

percentage  in  a  low  level  of  I 

'AF  scale  and  a  high  percentage 

in  a  high  level  of  PAF  scale. 

The  data  supported  this  as- 

sumption. 

Table 

i  15 

Relation  between  Non-European  and 
European  Students  on  PAF  Scale 

Regional  Group  Perception 

of  American  Favorability  (PAF) 

Low           Moderate             High  Total 

Non-Europeans  27.1 

57.8                   15.1  100.0 

Europeans  10.7 

32.1                    52.2  100.0 

N  =  320,  df  =  2,        =  29.8, 

p<.05 

CHAPTER  5 

SUMMARY,   CONCLUSIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

I 

Siimmary 

This  study  was  conducted  to  ascertain  the  attitudes  of 
University  of  Florida  foreign  students  toward  the  United 
States  along  the  following  dimensions:     the  foreign  students' 
associations  with  Americans,  the  foreign  students'  favorabil- 
ity  to  America  and  the  perceptions  of  Americans'  favorability 
to  the  foreign  countries.  j 

The  sample  consisted  of  320  foreign  students  who  re- 
sponded to  an  international  student  questionnaire.     They  were 
drawn  from  a  random  sample  of  500  selected  from  the  larger 
population  of  1,600  foreign  students  who  were  enrolled  at  the 
University  of  Florida  in  1980-81.     The  foreign  students  were 
from  five  regional  groups:     Asia,  Latin  America,  Europe,  the 
Middle  East  and  Africa.     The  data  for  this  study  was  gathered 
through  a  questionnaire  survey.     Five  hundred  questionnaires 
were  mailed  and  the  questionnaires  returned  totaled  320.  The 
return  rate  was  64  percent.     The  questionnaire  for  the  pres- 
ent study  was  designed  in  accordance  with  the  attitude  scale 
of  the  Likert  method  of  scaling. 

The  hypotheses  to  be  tested  in  this  study  used  a  chi- 
square  test  of  independence  with  an  alpha  probability  level 
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of  .05.     To  test  the  hypotheses,  the  independent  variables 
of  age,  sex,  marital  status,  academic  status,  length  of  stay 
in  the  U.S.,  previous  foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the 
U.S.,  regional  group,  interaction  with  Americans  and  per- 
ceived American  attitudes  to  the  foreign  countries  were  used. 
Dependent  variables  were  favorability  to  American  culture, 
American  social  structure,  American  people,  the  degree  of  as- 
sociation with  Americans  and  perception  of  American  favor- 
ability  to  the  foreign  countries. 

This  study  was  intended  to  test  three  major  hypotheses 
and  eight  s  vib- hypo  theses .     The  results  of  the  data  were  sum- 
marized according  to  each  hypothesis. 

Major  Hypotheses  Testing 

Hypothesis  1;     The  National-Status  Hypothesis 

I 

It  states  that  the  foreign  student's  attitude  toward  the 
host  country  reflects  the  attitude  of  its  people  toward  his 
home  country. 

Table  1  shows  the  empirical  data  bearing  on  the  above 

hypothesis.     The  foreign  students  who  perceived  American  at- 

I 

titudes  toward  their  countries  as  positive  reciprocated  this 
perception  by  holding  favorable  attitudes  toward  America. 
The  relationship  between  the  PAF  scores  and  the  FA  scores  is 
statistically  significant  at  the  level  of  . 05 .  This  data  sup- 
ported the  national-status  hypothesis. 
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Although  results  from  studies  done  by  Selltiz  et  al. 
(1963),  Barnes   (1975)  and  Chang   (1973)  do  not  support  this 
hypothesis,  Morris'    (1960)  study  found  support  for  the  con- 
tention that  the  national  status  accorded  a  foreign  stu- 
dent's homeland  by  Americans  is  directly  related  to  his  at- 

I 

titude  toward  the  United  States.     The  present  study  also 
supported  the  national-status  hypothesis.     It  is  assumed 
here  that  perceived  American  attitudes  lead  to  the  formation 
of  certain  attitudes  toward  Americans.     The  empirical  evi- 
dence strongly  substantiates  the  hypothesis  we  set  out  to 
test:     The  more  Americans'  attitudes  toward  the  foreign 
countries  are  perceived  by  the  foreign  students  as  positive, 
the  more  likely  these  students  are  to  hold  positive  atti- 
tudes toward  Americans. 

Hypothesis  2;     The  U-Curve  Hypothesis 

It  states  that  the  favorability  of  foreign  students' 
attitudes  toward  the  host  country  declines  over  time  and 
rises  later  during  sojourn. 

This  hypothesis  was  rejected  since  it  was  not  signif- 
icant statistically  at  the  .05  level.     The  attitudinal  dif- 
ferences among  foreign  students  in  the  three  stages  of  res- 
idence— which  were  0-11.9  months,  12-23.9  months,  and  24  or 
more  months — were  found  to  be  not  significant;  therefore, 
the  data  do  not  support  the  U-curve  hypothesis . 


Explanations  for  the  failure  to  obtain  empirical  sup- 
port for  this  hypothesis  is  as  follows:     In  the  past,  most 
foreign  students  came  to  the  United  States  to  study  without 
enough  preliminary  information  about  American  culture.  So, 
at  the  time,  the  U-curve  hypothesis  was  supported.     But  to- 
day, most  foreign  students  come  to  the  United  States  with 
enough  preliminary  information  about  the  United  States.  So, 
the  U-curve  does  not  appear  according  to  the  stage  of  the 
period  of  sojourn  in  the  recent  studies.     The  empirical  find 
ings  of  Chang   (1973),  Lew  (1975)   and  the  present  study  do 
not  support  this  hypothesis. 

Hypothesis  3:     The  Association  Hypothesis 

It  states  that  the  favorability  of  foreign  students'  at 
titudes  toward  the  host  country  is  directly  related  to  the 

amount  of  social  contact  or  interaction  with  its  people. 

I 

The  result  of  the  chi-square  test  is  shown  in  Table  7. 
A  highly  significant  relationship  was  found  between  contact 
with  Americans  and  favorability  to  America.     It  is  clear 
that  association  is  positively  related  with  favorability  to- 
ward America.     Those  students  who  had  high  scores  on  the  as- 

I 

sociation  scale  had  high  percentages  of  favorability.  So, 
the  data  support  the  association  hypothesis. 

Chang  (1973)  also  found  evidence  which  generally  sup- 
ported the  association  hypothesis     in  that  there  was  a  sig- 
nificant positive  relationship  found  between  the  amount  of 
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association  with  Americans  and  positive  attitudes  toward  the 
U.S.  among  Chinese  students.     Ibrahim  (1970)  contended  that 
the  more  people  from  different  cultures  interact  with  each 
other,  the  more  likely  it  is  that  favorable  attitudes  de- 
velop. I 

The  data  ascertained  that  there  is  an  important  rela- 
tionship between  a  student's  social  interaction  with  members 
of  the  host  culture  and  the  attitudes  he  develops  during  his 
sojourn,  and  there  is  a  hint  that  these  are  mutually  rein- 
forcing. 

Siib-Hypothesis  Testing 

Sub-Hypothesis  1 

The  more  association  with  Americans,  the  more  positive 
perception  of  American  favorability  to  the  foreign  country 
the  foreign  students  would  have. 

This  hypothesis  was  supported  since  the  relationship  be- 
tween association  scale  and  Americans'  attitudes  as  perceived 
by  the  foreign  students  is  significant  at  the  .01  level.  The 
data  indicated  that  there  is  a  positive  association  between 
association  scale  and  Americans'  attitudes  as  perceived  by 
the  foreign  students.  I 

The  finding  showed  that  there  is  a  positive  relation- 
ship among  three  variables:     association  with  Americans,  per- 
ception of  American  attitudes  and  attitudes  toward  America. 
The  writer  named  this  relationship  a  triangular  pattern. 
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Sub-Hypothesis  2 

The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single,  under- 
graduate and  have  been  in  the  United  States  longer  tend  to 
interact  more  with  Americans.  ' 

This  hypothesis  was  supported  since  the  relationship 
between  four  characteristics,  which  are  age,  marital  status, 
academic  status  and  length  of  stay  in  the  U.S.,  and  the  as- 
sociation scale  is  significant  at  the  .05  level. 

Sub-Hypothesis  3 

The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single  and  under- 
graduate have  more  favorable  attitudes  toward  the  United 
States. 

This  hypothesis  was  supported,  since  the  relationship 
between  attitudes  toward  America  and  the  three  variables  of 
age,  marital  status  and  academic  status  was  significant  at 
the  .05  level.     The  findings  showed  that  the  three  variables 
are  associated  with  favorable  attitudes   (FA  scale) . 

Sub-Hypothesis  4 

The  foreign  students  who  are  younger,  single,  under- 
graduate and  have  been  in  the  United  States  longer  tend  to 
have  more  positive  perceptions  of  American  favorability  to 
foreign  countries.  I 

This  hypothesis  was  partially  supported,  since  the  re- 
lationship between  PAF  scale  and  the  three  variables  of  age, 
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marital  status,  and  academic  status  was  significant  at  the 
.05  level,  while  the  relationship  between  the  PAF  scale  and 
length  of  residence  was  not  significant  statistically. 

The  findings  showed  that  the  younger,  single  and  under- 
graduate have  more  favorable  perceptions  of  Americans'  atti- 
tudes toward  the  foreign  countries  than  the  older,  married 
and  graduates.     The  data  also  showed  that  there  is  no  rela- 
tionship between  PAF  scale  and  length  of  residence  in  the 
U.S. 

Sub-Hypothesis  5 

There  are  differences  in  Association  scale,  FA  scale 
and  PAF  scale  according  to  foreign  students'  previous  expe- 
riences of  traveling  in  other  countries  before  coming  to  the 
United  States.  | 

This  hypothesis  was  partially  supported,  since  the  data 
indicated  that  foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the  United 
States  is  significantly  associated  with  interaction  with 
Americans  and  perceptions  of  American  f avorability;  however, 
the  relationship  between  previous  foreign  travel  before  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  and  the  FA  scale  was  not  statis- 
tically significant. 

Sub-Hypothesis  6 

There  is  a  difference  between  non-European  and  European 
students  in  the  association  scale. 
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This  hypothesis  was  not  supported,  since  the  relation- 
ship between  regional  group  and  association  scale  was  not 
statistically  significant  at  the  .05  level. 

Sub-Hypothesis  7  j 

European  students  have  more  favorability  to  America 
than  non- European  students. 

This  hypothesis  was  not  supported,  since  the  data  indi- 
cated that  there  is  no  difference  between  non- European  and 
European  students  in  the  relative  degrees  of  favorability  to 
America.     The  difference  in  favorability  to  America  shown  in 
Table  10  is  not  statistically  significant  at  the  .05  level. 

Sub-Hypothesis  8  j 

European  students  would  have  more  positive  perceptions 
of  American  favorability  to  the  foreign  countries  than  non- 
European  students.  I 

This  hypothesis  was  supported.     The  data  indicated  the 
regional  group  as  a  determinant  of  perception  of  American 
favorability  to  foreign  countries  yielded  statistical  signif- 
icance at  the  .05  level. 

Conclusions 

The  present  study's  findings  show  that  the  national- 
status  hypothesis  and  the  association  hypothesis  were  sup- 
ported, while  the  U-curve  hypothesis  was  rejected.  It 
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appears  from  the  findings  that  the  attitudes  of  foreign  stu- 
dents toward  the  United  States,  the  students'  perception  of 

I 

Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign  countries  and  associa- 
tion with  Americans  interacted  with  one  another.  Foreign 
students'  attitudes  toward  the  United  States  were  found  to 
be  positively  associated  with  the  degree  of  contact  with 
Americans  and  the  students'  perceptions  of  Americans'  atti- 
tudes toward  foreign  countries.     It  was  concluded  from  the 
findings  that  there  was  a  triangular  pattern  describing  the 
attitudes  of  foreign  students  toward  their  host  countries. 

The  data  support  two  of  the  three  major  hypotheses  the 
writer  set  out  to  test:     (1)   the  foreign  students'  attitudes 
toward  the  host  country  reflect  the  attitudes  of  its  people 
toward  their  home  countries   (the  national-status  hypothesis) ; 
(2)  the  favorability  of  foreign  students'  attitudes  toward 
the  host  country  is  directly  related  to  the  amount  of  social 
contact  or  interaction  with  its  people  (the  association  hy- 
pothesis) . 

The  data,  however,  do  not  support  the  U-curve  hypoth- 
esis that  the  favorability  of  foreign  students'  attitudes  to- 
ward the  host  country  declines  over  time  and  rises  later  dur- 
ing sojourn.     The  U-curve  did  not  appear  according  to  the 
stage  of  the  period  of  sojourn  in  the  recent  studies  of  Chang 
(1973)   and  Lew  (1975).     It  might  be  suggested  that  there  was 
no  empirical  support  for  this  hypothesis  in  the  writer's 
data,  since  today  most  foreign  students  came  to  the  United 
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States  to  study  with  enough  preliminary  information  about 
the  United  States. 

For  the  sub-hypotheses,  the  data  indicated  that  asso- 
ciation with  Americans  is  a  function  of  age,  marital  status, 
academic  status  and  the  length  of  stay  in  the  United  States. 
Favorability  to  America  is  also  significantly  associated 
with  age,  marital  status  and  academic  status;  favorable  per- 
ceptions of  Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign  countries 
seem  to  be  associated  with  age,  marital  status  and  academic 
status,  but  not  with  length  of  residence  to  the  United  States. 

The  foreign  students  who  had  traveled  in  other  countries 
before  coming  to  the  United  States  are  more  likely  to  inter- 
act with  Americans  and  to  have  favorable  perceptions  of  Amer- 
icans' attitudes  toward  foreign  countries,  but  favorability 
to  America  is  not  associated  significantly  with  the  previous 
foreign  travel  before  coming  to  the  United  States. 

While  European  students  tend  to  hold  more  favorable  per- 
ceptions of  American  favorability  to  their  countries  than 
non-European  students,  there  is  no  difference  between  non- 
European  and  European  students  in  association  with  Americans 
and  favorable  attitudes  toward  the  United  States. 

Due  to  the  development  of  mass  media  and  communication, 
human  culture  and  civilization  became  more  universal  and  cos- 
mopolitan.    So,  there  is  no  extreme  cultural  difference  be- 
tween European  and  non-European  countries  in  our  modern  so- 
ciety.    Therefore,  the  data  did  not  find  the  differences  in 

I  : 

I 
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association  with  Americans  and  attitudes  toward  America  be- 
tween the  two  regional  groups.     In  spite  of  cosmopolitanism 
all  over  the  world,  it  seems  that  Americans  still  have  a 
preconception  to  hold  more  favorable  attitudes  toward  Euro- 
pean countries  than  non-European  countries,  so  European  stu- 
dents tend  to  hold  more  favorable  perceptions  of  American 
favorability  to  their  countries  than  non-European  students. 
According  to  Morris   (1956)  ,  when  foreign  students  compare 
their  idea  of  where  their  country  stands  with  their  idea  of 
where  most  Americans  place  it,  something  different  happens. 
Those  who  suffer  by  this  comparison   (i.e.,  see  the  Americans 
assigning  their  country  lower  status  than  they  themselves 
do)  are  unfavorable,  particularly  if  they  are  highly  involved 
with  their  own  nations.     On  the  other  hand,  those  who  gain 
by  the  comparison  (i.e.,  feel  Americans  accord  their  country 
higher  status  than  they  themselves  do,  or  at  least  not  any 
lower)  are  more  likely  to  be  favorable,  especially  if  they 
are  highly  involved.  I 

The  major  findings  of  this  study  are  consistent  with 
previous  theory  and  research  as  follows: ■    (1)  the  present 
finding  concerning  the  foreign  student's  perception  of  Amer- 
ican  favorability  to  foreign  countries  is  'in  accordance  with 
those  of  Morris    (1960) .     It  has  been  suggested  that  the  more 
Americans'  attitudes  toward  foreign  countries  are  perceived 
by  foreign  students  as  positive,  the  more  likely  these  stu- 
dents are  to  hold  positive  attitudes  toward  the  United 


states;    (2)  the  present  study  found  that  there  is  no  exact 
parallel  cycle  following  the  U-curve  with  respect  to  contact 
with  Americans,  adjustment  during  the  stay,  and  attitudes  to- 
ward the  United  States.     This  finding  coincides  with  studies 
done  by  Lysgaard  (1955)  and  Selltiz  and  Cook  (1962);    (3)  the 
present  finding  concerning  the  association  between  foreign 
students  and  Americans  indicated  that  the  more  the  interac- 
tion the  more  favorable  attitudes,  and  the  more  likely  the 
interaction  takes  place.     This  finding  was  also  supported  by 
Chang   (1973) ,  Kelman   (1962)   and  Goldsen  et  al.    (1956) . 

Most  of  the  present  findings  coincide  with  previous  the- 
ory and  research  of  ethnic  and  cross-cultural  relations  and 
social  psychology.     Siamner  (1940)  ,  Lundberg  (1961)  and  Catton 
(1961)  found  that  interaction,  occurring  under  an  absence  of 
conflict,  is  likely  to  reduce  ethnocentrism,  or,  in  a  differ- 
ent terminology,  create  more  favorable  attitudes.     In  the 
studies  exploring  the  general  relationship  between  "ethnocen- 
tricity,"  "stereotyping,"  "association"  and  attitudes  con- 
ducted by  Borgardus   (1955) ,  Katz   (1960)   and  Gilbert  (1951), 
the  contention  that  "association"  or  "social  distance"  is  di- 
rectly related  to  attitudes  was  generally  supported.  New- 
comb   (1943) ,  Solomon  and  Howes   (1950) ,  Festinger   (1957)  and 
Romans   (1950)  have  suggested  that  on  the  international  level, 
persons  who  interact  more  with  each  other  tend  to  like  one 
another .  I 


The  writer  observed  the  findings  that  the  attitudes  of 
foreign  students  toward  the  United  States  seem  to  be  a  fun- 
tion  of   (1)  the  students'  perception  of  Americans'  attitudes 
toward  foreign  countries;    (2)  the  extent  to  which  the  stu- 
dents interact  with  Americans  in  the  variety  situations. 
Both  "perception"  and  "association"  influence  attitudes  to- 
ward the  United  States  mutually.     There  is  overlapping  be- 
tween the  two  variables  in  their  relation  to  "attitudes  to- 
ward the  United  States."  j 

j        The  foreign  students'  attitudes  toward  the  United  States 
seem  to  be  accentuated  by  a  number  of  situational  factors 
such  as:     age,  marital  status,  academic  status,  regional 
group  and  length  of  residence  in  the  United  States.  How- 
ever, most  of  these  characteristics  and  factors  influence 
attitudes  toward  the  United  States  mainly  through  "perceived 
attitudes"  and  "association." 

Recommendations 

Recommendations  for  Further  Research 

(1)  Individual  interview  investigation  should  be  used 
to  establish  more  correct  information  for  foreign  students. 

(2)  The  investigation  for  the  international  student's 
problems  during  his  stay  in  the  United  States  should  be  ex- 
amined in  order  to  help  the  international  student. 
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(3)  The  investigation  of  random  samples  from  the  whole 
population  of  foreign  students  in  the  United  States  should 

be  needed  to  generalize  the  attitudes  of  foreign  students  to- 
ward the  United  States.  ] 

(4)  The  triangular  pattern,  which  was  found  in  this 
study,  should  be  examined  for  further  validation. 

(5)  Further  research  is  needed  on  the  processes  at  work 
in  attitude  formation  and  attitude  change,  social  adjustment 
and  academic  adjustment  in  cross-cultural  educational  pro- 
grams .  I 

)     In  further  research,  plans  should  be  made  for  some 
periodic  follow-up  after  the  visiting  students  have  returned 
home,  to  provide  a  more  adequate  picture  of  the  effects  of. 
sojourn  experiences.  | 

(7)     Much  more  thought  and  research  should  be  devoted 
to  the  reciprocal  aspects  of  foreign  study  to  learn  more 
about  the  influence  of  foreign  students  on  the  attitudes  and 
behavior  of  Americans. 

Recommendations  for  Administration 

(1)  The  organization  for  the  association  between  Amer- 
ican students  and  international  students  should  be  needed  to 
increase  a  more  intimate  relationship  between  them. 

(2)  There  should  be  a  sound  program  for  acquainting 

the  information  for  the  American  family  system  and  life  style. 


I 
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(3)  Cross-cultural  workshops  should  be  placced  for  stu- 
dents, faculty,  administrators  and  the  coiranunity. 

(4)  Personal  counseling  systems  for  international  stu- 
dents should  be  increased  to  assist  the  students'  social  and 
personal  relationships.  ' 

(5)  American  students  should  have  the  minimum  informa- 
tion about  the  whole  foreign  countries  to  understand  the  for- 
eign students  staying  in  the  United  States. 

(6)  Foreign  student  advisors  have  to  perform  the  task 
of  serving  as  a  cross-cultural  translator,  helping  the  stu- 
dent to  understand  and  to  get  the  most  out  of  his  social  ex- 
periences in  the  United  States. 

(7)  Foreign  students'  chief  source  of  dissatisfaction 
may  be  lack  of  contact  with  Americans — inability  to  make 
friends  with  Americans  or  to  see  a  variety  of  American  life. 

(8)  Foreign  students'  race  or  foreign  appearance  might 
cause  limited  contacts  with  Americans  or  special  areas  of 
American  life.  I 

(9)  Foreign  students'  lack  of  foreign  travel  before  ar- 
rival in  the  United  States  might  be  the  cause  of  limited  abil 
ity  to  make  adjustments  to  new  situations. 

(10)  Academic  advising  should  take  place  throughout  the 
students'  educational  careers  and  should  give  more  than  just 
routine  attention  to  students. 

(11)  American  universities  need  to  look  forward  to  a 
new  era  of  greater  mutual  interchange  with  scholars  and  in- 
stitutions abroad.  ' 
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(12)     The  foreign  students'  reactions  to  the  United 
States  were  heavily  influenced  by  their  perceptions  of  how 
they,  themselves,  and  their  countries  were  being  perceived 
and  evaluated  by  Americans.  I 


I 

APPENDIX  A 
LETTERS  TO  FOREIGN  STUDENTS 


Dear  Foreign  Student; 


The  purpose  of  this  questionnaire  is  to  find  out  your 
attitude  and  opinion  toward  the  United  States  in  the  case 
of  University  of  Florida.     I  am  undertaking  this  project  for 
my  doctoral  dissertation.  | 

Your  answers  to  the  following  questions  will  be  essen- 
tial for  my  research  and  will  be  treated  with  the  strictest 
confidentiality.  I  hope  you  will  help  me.  Please  complete 
this  questionnaire  and  return  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  analysis  of  the  data  for  this  research  cannot  be 
carried  out  until  you  return  it  to  me  rating  all  items.  So 
I  would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  would  complete  the  ques- 
tionnaire as  soon  as  possible  and  return  it  in  the  stamped 
envelope  enclosed. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


Enclosure 


Sincerely, 


Seok  Jae  Lee 
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I 

Dear  Foreign  Student: 

Two  weeks  ago  I  mailed  you  an  international  student 
questionnaire.     If  you  have  returned  it  to  me  already,  I 
really  appreciate  it.     But  if  you  didn't  return  it  yet, 
please  do  this  at  your  earliest  convenience.     I  very  much 
need  this  information  to  complete  my  doctoral  dissertation. 

I  am  a  foreign  student  like  you,  so  I  believe  you  un- 
derstand me.     I  really  appreciate  your  prompt  help. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
Seok  Jae  Lee 


APPENDIX  B 
INTERNATIONAL  STUDENT  QUESTIONNAIRE 


INTERNATIONAL  STUDENT  QUESTIONNAIRE* 


This  study  is  designed  to  examine  the  attitudes  and 
opinions  of  foreign  students  toward  America  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Florida.     The  questionnaire  is  divided  into  four 
sections  asking  information  about  the  following:  back- 
ground of  students,  association  with  Americans,  favorabil- 
ity  to  America,  and  perception  of  American  favorability 
to  foreign  countries. 

All  infonnation  in  this  questionnaire  is  confidential 
and  will  be  used  in  collecting  statistical  data  only. 


SECTION  I 


Background  Information 


(Please  write  in  the  requested  information  and  check  the 
appropriate  item)  ^ 

1 .       Home  country  


2.  Marital  Status:  I 

Never  married   Divorced  

Married   Separated" 

3.  Sex:     Male  Female 


4.  Age:     18-25   26-29   30  and  above 

5.  Classification:  I 
Undergraduate  Graduate 


*The  writer  referred  to  Saad  E.M.  Ibrahim  (1970),  F.  James 
Davis   (1971),  A.K.  Basu   (1970),  William  J.F.  Lew  (1975), 
Carol  Ruth  Barnes   (1975),  Hugh  J.  Phillips   (1978),  Ahmed 
Abdullah  Alsaffar   (1976),  and  Chain-Kuo  Liu   (1977)   for  this 
questionnaire . 
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6.       College  or  School: 

Liberal  Arts  and  Sciences 
Business  Administration 
Building  Construction 
Dentistry  I 
Engineering 

Health  Related  Professions 
Journalism  and  Communica- 
tions 

Latin  American  Studies 
Veterinary  Medicine 

Physical  Education,  Health 
and  Recreation 


Accounting 

Agriculture 

Architecture 

Education 

Fine  Arts 

Law 

Medicine 
Pharmacy 
Nursing 

Forest  Resources 
and  Conserva- 
tion 


7. 


10, 


11. 


12. 


13. 


If  married,  are  you  living  with  your  family  or  without 
your  family  in  the  United  States? 


8.       Length  of  stay  in  the  United  States  in  months 


0-11.9 
24-35.9 
48-59.9 
84-143.9' 


12-23.9 
36-47.9 
60-83.9 


9.      Approximate  grade  point  average; 


Below  1.5   

2.0-2.5   

Above  3 . 0   

Address  in  native  country: 
City  (urban)   


1.6-2.0 
2.5-3.0 


Country  (rural) 


Which  category  best  describes  your  socio-economic  status 
in  your  country? 


Upper  class   

Lower  class   

Other  (specify) 


Upper  middle  class 
Lower  middle  class 


Before  coming  to  the  United  States,  had  you  traveled  in 
other  countries? 

Lots  of  foreign  travel   

Some  foreign  travel   

very  little  foreign  travel  ^ZZ 
No  previous  foreign  travel 


What  is  the  highest  grade  or  degree  you  completed  before 
coming  to  the  United  States? 


t 
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14. 


15, 


16, 


Elementary 
Junior  College 
Graduate  School 
(Masters) 


High  school 
College  (Bachelor's) 
Graduate  School 
(Doctorate) 


What  degree  are  you  seeking  now  in  the  United  States? 

Bachelor's    Master's   

Doctorate    |  Nondegree   

How  would  you  judge  your  English  upon  arrival? 

Good         Satisfactory   Fair 

Good 


(a)  Spoken: 

Very  good 


(b)  Written: 
Very  good 


Satisfactory   Fair 


How  is  your  English  now? 

Good   Satisfactory 

Good 


(a)  Spoken: 

Very  good 


(b)  Written: 
Very  good 


Satisfactory 


Fair 
Fair 


Poor_ 
Poor_ 

Poor_ 
Poor 


Directions:     The  following  statements  might  correlate  with 
your  experience  as  a  foreign  student.     How  would  you  rate 
the  following  statements  in  Sections  II  to  IV? 


SECTION  II 


Association  Information 


(Please  indicate  your  answers  to  the  following  questions  by 

checking  the  line           which  is  most  closely  appropriate  for 

you. ) 


1.  Proportion  of  free  time 
spent  with  Americans 

2.  Making  close  American 
friends 


Very  Very 
Low  Low  Moderate  High  High 


3.      Recreation  with  Americans 
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Attending  meetings  with 
Americans 


Very  Very 
Low  Low  Moderate  High  High 


5.      Degree  of  favorability  with 
American  roommate  i 


6.  Degree  of  favorability  in 
becoming  neighbors  with 
Americans  in  housing  ar- 
rangements I 

7.  Taking  exercises  (tennis, 
volleyball,  ping  pong, 
swimming,  jogging,  etc.) 
with  Americans  j 

8.  Discussing  your  study  with 
American  students  ^ 

9.  Going  shopping  with  Amer- 
icans 


SECTION  III 


Favorability  to  America  Scale 


(Please  indicate  your  answers  to  the  following  questions  by 

checking  the  line           which  is  most  closely  appropriate  for 

you. ) 


Very  Very 
Low  Low  Moderate  High  High 


1.  The  degree  of  friendliness 
you  feel  toward  Americans 
in  general  I 

2.  The  degree  of  American 
kindness 

3.  The  degree  of  happiness  with 
living  experiences  in  the 
United  States 
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Very  Very 
Low  Low  Moderate  High  High 


4.  The  degree  of  satisfaction 
with  living  experiences  in 
the  United  States  ^ 

5.  The  degree  of  satisfaction 
of  study  in  the  United 
States 

6.  The  degree  of  liking  Amer- 
ican white  people 

I 

7.  The  degree  of  liking  Amer- 
ican black  people 

I 

8.  I  like  American  professors 

9.  I  like  American  students 

10.  The  degree  of  equality  in 
America 

11.  The  degree  of  freedom  in  ' 
America 

I 

12 .  The  degree  of  Americans ' 
service  in  general 

13.  I  like  American  humor  | 

14.  The  degree  of  America's 
efficiency  in  general 

15.  American  creativeness  in 
general 

16.  American  cooperation  in 
general 

17.  The  ability  of  economy  of  ' 
America  in  general 

18.  The  degree  of  American 
morality 

19.  American  responsibility  in 
general 

20.  Opinions  about  American 
family  ties 
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Very  Very 
Low  Low  Moderate  High  High 

21.  Opinions  about  American     

friendship 

22.  The  degree  of  liking  Amer-   

ican  sexual  behavior 

23.  The  degree  of  racial  dis-          

crimination  | 

24.  The  parent-child  relation-        

ship  in  America  | 

25.  Opinions  about  teacher-     

student  relationships  | 

26.  The  degree  of  agreement  of     

American  foreign  policy 

27.  The  degree  of  liking  Amer-     

ican  higher  education 

28.  I  like  American  houses  i 


29.  I  like  the  libraries  of 
the  University  of  Florida 

30.  I  like  the  style  of  Amer- 
ican cities 

31.  I  like  American  cars 


32.  I  like  American  supermar- 
ket systems 

33.  I  wottid  like  to  watch 
American  television 

34.  I  wottid  like  to  go  to 
movies  in  America 

35.  Opinions  about  the  oppor- 
tunity for  minority  groups 
in  America 
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SECTION  IV 


Perception  of  American  Favorability 
to  Foreign  Countries  Scale 


(Please  indicate  your  answers  to  the  following  questions  by 

checking  the  line           which  is  most  closely  appropriate  for 

you. ) 


Very  Very 
Low  Low  Moderate  High  High 


1.  The  present  degree  of  Amer- 
ican friendliness  toward  for-" 
eign  students  I 

2.  Americans  seem  more  aware 
of  information  about  your 
country  ^ 

3.  Most  Americans  are  inter- 
ested in  the  customs  and 
traditions  of  your  country 

4.  The  fairness  of  mass  media 
about  your  country 

5.  Americans  recognize  the 
ability  of  your  country 


6.  Americans  have  reliability 
about  your  country  ^ 

7.  There  is  an  intimate  rela- 
tionship between  America 
and  your  country  j 

8.  Most  Americans  are  aware 
of  the  educational  system 
in  your  country 

9 .  Most  Americans  are  aware  ^ 
of  the  standard  of  living 
in  your  country  I 

10.  What  is  the  ranking  of  in- 
ternational prestige  of 
your  country  as  judged  by 
Americans  I 
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